
The question is, Can UFOs and
other so-called alien

phenomena be explained by
the present scientific

paradigm? One astronomer
answers with a resounding no

or millennia the Zuni Indians have made their way up the
burnt and chiseled slopes of Superstit ion Mountain. This
yearly pilgrimage, marked by days of fasting under a blis-

tering sun, culminates at the top, There, the Zuni hold ecstatic
communion with the thunder gods, their emissaries from the stars.

About 40 miles east of Superstit ion, outside of Phoenix, l ies an-
other geographical wonder: a mammoth slab of rock sculpted by
nature to resemble a monk kneeling in prayer. Facing the monk, in
the foothil ls of Quartz Mountarn, are the stark, red boulders and
cacti that have been attracting the wealthy to this desert for years.
lf you follow a meandering road up, up, up into the heart of Quartz
Mountain, you come to Paradise Canyon. And there, in sun-
drenched chambers full of arches and antiques, you can find J.
AIlen Hynek, the nation's foremost authority on UFOs.

Hynek does not own this spectacular hacienda in the sun. He is
merely a guest, ensconced in temporary comfort by the good
graces of an anonymous benefactor who, l ike the Zuni, hopes to
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pry some salvation from the sky. Hynek is l ike the Zuni, too. He has
lourneyed a l ifetlme to reach this sumptuous house where, he's
told, his beneiactor wil l establish a UFO research center without
rival in the world. And if anyone deserves to head such a center,
it is the seventy-foulyear-old Hynek himself.

Hynek was not always sympathetic to the idea of flying saucers.
Through the Forties and Fift ies, he worked as a research scientist
at Ohio State and Harvard University, producing rigorous papers
on supernovas and electronic satell i te tracking. He served as as-
sociate director of the Smithsonian Institution's Astrophysical Ob-
servatory, establishing a dozen major observatories around the
world. And from 1960 to 1974 he was chairman of the astrono-
my department at Northwestern University. As a sideline this hard-
headed skeptic worked with the Air Force, debunking UFO reports
for the infamous investigative effort known as Project Blue Book.

But somewhere along the line, Hynek's outlook changed. Though
he'd long tried to squelch one UFO flap after the next, he came to
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6We don't
have UFOs, only UFO
reports. The
patterns and contents
of these reports
constitute the UFO
phenomenon.
The phenomenon says
nothing about
little green men. Belief
or disbelief in
UFOs is irrelervant.9
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feel that some sightings, especially those
made by such qualified witnesses as pi-
lots and meteorologists, defied explanation."l slowly realized," he says, "that I wasn't
being scientifically honest. The sightings
needed further investigation, but we were
disregarding them, throwing data away."

That realization put Hynek on a path he
would follow for the rest of his life. He began
making copies of all the documents to come
out of Blue Book and gathered data that
would allow him to study UFQs as they had
never been studied before. He classified the
various types of reports and even traveled
around the country investigating the more
interesting ones. While less rebellious col-
leagues insisted UFOs were meteors, ball
l ightning, or cloud formations, Hynek began
to say there was nothing in the accepted sci-
entific paradigm to explain them all.

His obsession resulted, in 1972, in the
founding of the Center for UFO Studies, in
Evanston, ll l inois. A small operation run on
the donations of friends, the center pro-
duced the most respectable papers and
monographs in a field replete with mis-
gu ided en thus ias ts ,  psychopaths ,  and
frauds. In the process, Hynek defined the
UFO and profiled UFO vyitness. He also de-
veloped a series of scenarios to explain
UFOs and to challenge the laws of physics
as we know them today.

It's no surprise that Hynek's activities have
thrust him into the limelight. He contributed
the title to Steven Spielberg's film C/ose En-
counters of the Third Kind, made a cameo
appearance in the movie, and is the subject
of a question in the Silver Screen edition of
Trivial Pursuit. A major beer manufacturer has
even written a commercial for Hynek, but he
doesn't know if he likes the scriot. "Too
beery , "  he  says ,  "and too  gu l l ib le ,  too
suggestive of a belief in E.T."

It is this pop appeal, perhaps, that annoys
Hynek's critics most. Noted UFO skeptic
Philip J. Klass, author of UFOs: The Pubtic
Deceived, feels that all the publicity is help-
ing Hynek to mislead the public. Hynek, he
says, profits from radio, television, and lec-
ture tours. Furthermore, Klass suggests in
his book, Hynek is typical of the failed and
aging scientist who has resorted to UFOs in
a last, desperate attempt to capture a little
glory. Aerospace expert and UFO skeptic
James E. Oberg has other problems with
Hynek. "We can account for all the types of
UFO sightings without resorting to extraor-
dinary explanations," Oberg says. "More-
over, it's foolish to assume that one must be
crazy, drunk, or uninformed to suffer mis-
perception. A totally sane and sober pilot or
meteorologist can be fooled by his senses
as easily, in some cases even more easily,
than the average person. To see UFOs one
need not be crazy, just human."

But Hynek stands firm. He says he may
be on the verge of solving one of mankind's
major mysteries. And, he adds, a desire for
glory has nothing to do with his claims. "l
could become a UFO guru if I wanted to,"
he says. "l could have thousands of disci-
ples and ride around in limousines. And like

most cult leaders, I could be rich. Those are,
things I would never consider."

What Hynek does consider these dgys is
dividing his time between the established
center in Evanston and the new research fa-
cility in Phoenix. He flies between the two
cities on his senior citizen's pass, gearing up
the Phoenix office for a potent research ef-
fort while the Evanston center continues to
publish journals and reports.

Omni senior editor Pamela Weintraub in-
terviewed Hynek at his headquarters on
Quartz Mountain, oppositethe-rnassiverock
figure of the praying monk. Weintraub was
part icular ly impressed by a f loor- length
bathroom window, through which she saw a
small stone fountain set against a towering
wall of rock. When asked about this stun-
ning piece of design, Hynek, anxious to dis-
sociate himself from the aura of wealth, re-
sponded, "We're going to rent an office in
downtown Phoenix. We want a setting that's
more egalitarian, more appropriate to a lab."

Omni: Many people consider you the world's
foremost ufologist, yet you started out a
staunch skeptic. Can you describe those
early days?
Hynek: On May 5, 1910, at five days of age,
I was taken on the roof to see Halley's Comet.
Years later, after getting my Ph.D. in astron-
omy from the University of Chicago, I weath-
ered the Depression at the university's ob-
servatory in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. I lived
like a king on my fellowship of sixty-eight
dollars and fifty cents a month, and I slept
and cooked my meals under the dome of
the observatory. lt was like living in a mon-
astery. lwas so utterly steeped in astronomy
that the rest of the world didn't exist. I didn't
even know that Hitler burned books. lt was
a great isolation.

Then the war came along, and I got mar-
ried. I was on my honeymoon and passing
through Washington, DC, when loffered my
services to what was then the eouivalent of
the  Nat iona l  Sc ience Foundat ion .  They
learned I was a radio ham; so they had me
help develop an explosive device called the
radio proximity " fuze," which was used
against Kamikaze planes and V-1 buzz
bombs and that ultimately detonated the
A-bomb over Hiroshima. lt 's the only thing in
life l've come to regret.

After that I went to Ohio State, where I
served as director of the school's McMillin
Observatory. One memorable day in 1948,
three Air Force officers from nearby Wright
Field came by in full regalia. We chatted
about the weather for a while, and finally one
of them asked, "What do you think about
flying saucers?" "lt 's a helluva lot of non-
sense," I said, "a fad, postwar nerves, a
craze." I apparently said the right thing be-
cause the Air Force asked if l'd like to be a
consultant to Prolect Sign, an attempt to deal
with the great many reports pouring in. I said
sure, why not? lt was a chance to eat fresh
lobster, flown in from Boston, at the officers
club, and it certainly didn't require that I
compromlse my work as an astronomer.

So once or twice a month l'd visit Wrioht



Field, and they'd give me a stack of UFO
reports. I'd go through them and say, "Well,

this is obviously a meteor," or "This is not a
meteor, but l'll bet you it's a balloon." I was
a thorough skeptic, and I'm afraid I helped
to engender the idea that it must be non-
sense, lherefore it is nonsense. I always did
my best for the Air Force, pulling the chest-
nuts oul of the fire with my explanations.
Omni:l bet the Air Force appreciated that.
Hynek; Sure. They found the whole idea of
flying saucers repugnant. They tried to ig-
nore the reports at first, but they were, after
all, responsible for protecting us from any-
thing that flies, so they had to respond in a
public-relations sense. They spent much ol
their time answering letters from kids and lit-
tle old ladies in tennis shoes.
Omni: Wasn't there anything more compel.
ling afoot?
Ffynek: Oh, yes, but that drslurbed them.
What bothered the Air Force most were the
reports coming from their own military pilots,
rnen they had trained to be good observers.
In fact ,  repor ts  f rom mi l i tary personnel
caused General Nathan Twining to write a
paper recommending that the government
take the sightings seriously. But his proposal
was killed by General Hoyt S. VandenQerg,
a show-me type from Missouri who prohib-
iled the paper's release.

Myloi,vn report in June 1949 concluded
that eighty percent of the sightings had as-
tronorflical or other obvious explanations,
and twenty percent could not be explained.
But | $aid that if we investigated further, we
cbuldrprobably explain those, too.

, I was,still at the university, teaching classes
ahd cibserving the sky through a sixty-nine-
inch telescope, and UFOs didn't seem to get
toQ rnuch publicity for a while. Then, in July
1952, civilians on the ground and airline pi-
lots flying into Washington Airport reported
lights oavorting over the White House. This
sighting created quite a stir, e1s3;169 a lot of
hewsfiaper space from the Democratic con-
ventidn. And it put the spotlight back on the
Air Fofce, which, under pressure, started
Project Blue Book. That's when they called
their great debunker-me-out of moth-
batlQ. But when I came back, I realized that
Projecf tBlue Book was little more lhan a
public-ftlations campaign. They'd had the
wqrd handed down f rom the Pentagon:"Dqrl't get the public excited; emphasize the
thiq'g$ that are solvable, and put the kibosh
orlicages you can't explain."
Omhi:Why did they want it done that way?
Hynek: Perhaps they honestly feared public
panic. Also, the Air Force is responsible for
everything in the air, and it would be very
bad PR. if they were to say, "Yes, UFOs are
redl. but we're helpless." Time and again I
observed the official poop sheets, always
quoting only the number of cases solved.
They would develop all sorts of crazy expla-
nations. Sometimes the Pentagon would give
one explanation and Wright Field another, in
obvious pontradiction. Sometimes they would
say rt was Venus, when, at the time of ob-
servation, Venus was below the horizon.
During my entire stay at Blue Book I never
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once had a really serious scientific dialogue
on the subject of UFOs.
Ornni: Who ran Blue Book?
Hynek: Always Air Force employees, and
until the very end, never anyone above a
captain or a major. The first director of Blue
Eook was the late Captain Ed Ruppelt, whose
pnme purpose was to tell the brass what
UFOs were-not to perpetuate a mystery.
He was soon followed by Captain Charles
Hardin, a misplaced broker who spent most
of his time reading stock-market reports in
the office. Hardin was amusing because he
hated flying-whenever he went out to in-
vestigate a case, he took a train. After Har-
din came Captain George T. Gregory, who
reminded me of an apple polisher who gives
whatever answer his superiors seem to want.
People think that Blue Book was a larqe of-
fice with computers and filing cabineti and
jets at the end of the runway ready to take
off and investigate a case. Hardlyl
Omni: Why did a responsible scientist and
hard-bitten skeptic like yourself choose to

6Perhaps UFOs are
instruments introducing us

to a new notion of
life and reality. UFOs may

be illusions
created by consciousness

that exisls
apart from protoplasm.)

stay on at this small-time circus?
Hynek: I don't know whether you know the
story of the astronomers Johannes Kepler
and Tycho Brahe. Brahe was a marvelous
observer. He got all sorts ol data, but he
hadn't the slightest idea how to use them.
Kepler had such poor eyesight he couldn't
make an observalion in the back alley, but
he was a lso a mathemat ic ian.  He took
Brahe's data and gave us Kepler's laws,
which are the basis of Newtonian mechan-
ics. I was essentially playing Kepler to the
Air Force's Tycho Brahe: The Air Force was
getting the data, and I wanted the data. So
whether il's good science or not, I played
along. I used their photocopy machine to
make copious copies of everything. I was
building at home a near duplicate of the Air
Force's Blue Book file because l'd begun to
sense that there might be something more
important than anyone would admit.
Omni: What led you to that conclusion alter
more than a decade of skepticism?
Hynek: The caliber of the witnesses. When
you get reports lrom professors at MlT, en-
gineers on balloon projects, military and
commercial pilots, and air-traffic controllers,
you might one day sit down and say to your-

self, 'Just how long am I going to keep call-
ing all these people crazy?" 1 realized that if
one took the reports seriously, definite pat-
lerns emerged. I recall one case that oc-
curred in 1957, when I was teachino at Har-
vard. Over a period of four hours, oificers at
the police station in Levelland, Texas, got
numerous calls from terrified drivers who.
unknown to one anothet said that a UFO
appeared out of nowhere, causinq head-
lights to go off and engines to die. Tle UFO
stayed for lhree or four minutes and then
rose, whereupon the cars allegedly became
operable again. This pattern ol stalled autos
has been documented in a monograph
called UFO Repofts lnvolvinq Vehicle lnter-
fereince, a study of four hun-dred forty-one
such cases written by Mark Rodeghier, ol
the Center for UFO Studies, in Evanston.

Another extraordinary report came out of
Socorro, New Mexico, in 1964. As patrolman
Lonnie Zamora was chasing a speeder oul
ol town in broad daylight, he reportedly saw
this thing descending over the plains. He
went out over the sagebrush and finally
glimpsed what looked like an upside-down
car and some creatures. Then, he reoorted.
he saw the craft rise slowly with a sort of
whistling noise but no exhausl. lt moved hor-
izontally with increasing speed and disap-
peared down what was called Six Mile Can-
yon. When he went back to investigate,
Zamora found some charred greasewood
bushes and, more important, three ood
marks, indicating the spot where the thing
had landed and scooped uo some dirt.

I myself looked into the case quite exten-
sively. I tr ied unsuccessfully to char the
bushes with matches, and I couldn't make
anything resembling the podlike impres-
sions that were there, even wilh a shovel. I
also interviewed Lonnie's old schoolteacher.
the railroad baggage man, and others-they
all gave Zamora a clean bill of health. He
was a very solid, unimaginative cop.
Omni: How did the Air Force react?
Hynek: lt was the one case they latched onto
because of the physical evidence-the pod
marks, the burned branches. They thought
it was some sort of secret device. Colonel
Hector Ouintinella, the last director ol Blue
Book and the person in charge at the time,
believed it was a U.S. government advance-
ment on the lunar module, and he did hand-
springs to gel evidence for that. But the
higher-ups told him they knew ol nothing.
That really bothered him. To this day he thinks
rt was a government craft. I told Quintinella
that / couldn't possibly explain it. l t certainly
wasn't astronomical; it certainly wasn't a
mispercept ion.  Something physical  had
been there. But I still wasn't convinced ol
UFOs as a Dhenomenon.
Omni: Then you considered the possibility
ol a hoax?
Hynek: That was claimed by UFO debunker
Phil ip J. Klass, who said the story had been
concocted by the chamber of commerce to
whip up tourist interest. He intimated that
there had been improved roads put in and
so forth. Well, I went back to Socorro twelve
years after the incident, in 1976, and looked



up Lonnie Zamora He'd bcen hounded of f
lhe pol ,ce force Wherever  hc stoppeo k ds
for  speeding,  they 'd say,  "Why don' t  you go
look for  l i t t le  green men?" I  ocated h im at
h is  t i  l ing stat ion,  and he agreed to show me
where t  happened The rented car  wou dn t
make the grade improved roads,  hel l
so he tock us to the area in  h is  p ickup t ruck
We walked back and for th and f  ina l ly  found
the spot. lt s so dry there the pod marks were
sti l there overgrown with bushes There were
n o  s i g n s  s a y i n g  r  r A p p F N r D  l E n F ,  n o
concessron stands,  no T sh r ts  No I  don' t
bel ieve i t  was a hoax.  but  nei ther  d d I  con
s der  that  UFOs might  be t ru ly  unexpla n
able unt i l  1966,  af ter  my tnvolvement  in  the
rnfamous swamp gas case
Omni: W haI happened there?
Hynek:  A farmer named Frank Manor and
his son had descr ibed a craf  t  land ng in  the r
Dexter ,  M chigan,  farmyard They ns is ted
that they'd shot at it and that the bu et had
r icocheted of f  t  w th a p ing We ,  arr  ved
to f ind a crrcus s i tuat ion,  wi tb repor ters f  rom
al l  over  yel  ing,  'What  do you th nk t  s? '
Some gi r ls  at  nearby Hi l lsda e Col  cge a so
had a s ght ing the prev ous n ght :  so in  the
presence of  the housemother ,  I  went  in to the
grr ls  dorm and had them draw pic tures for
me.  Stand ng at  the w ndow f rom wh ch
they d made the s ght ing.  I  rea zed thal  they
faced a marshy arbor region, a potent sourcc
of g owing swamp gas.

The next day was the A r Force press con
ference on the Manor s ight  ng Standrng bc

fore t iers of  microphones and TV cameras,  I
sa id lhat  a l though I  cou d not  prove t ,  the
H l lsda e inctdent  ndicated that  we could
ascr ibe that  s  ght ing at  lcast  to  swamp gas
I  hadn t  even mcnt  oned the Manor episode
when reporters rushed of  f  to  the phones l ike
madmen 'The answer s swamp gasl  And
I  couldn t  say.  'Hcy,  fe l las,  come on back,
that  s  not  the whole story '  He s bel ls l  l f  the
K ng of  Arab a had repor ted a UFO the next
day in thc Sahara Desert. t wou d have been
cal ieo swamp gas.

At that po nt I had to ask myse f when l
wou d become sc ient  f  ica y honest  and say
that I lust drdn't know what tbe s ght ngs wcre
and that  they dese rvcd f  ur ther  lnvest  gat ion
The swamp gas nc ident  caused such a fu-
ror  that  Geraid Ford,  who was a congress
man at  the l ime,  ca ed a hear ing on the sub
l e c t  a t  w h l c h  I  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  l h e
govcrnment  set  up a UFO commiss on at
severa univers tes That  was the beg nning
o l  t he  con t rove rs  a  Condon  Commi t t ee
headcd by the ate Professor  Edward V
Condon at  the Un ve rs i ty  of  Colorado
Omni: l)ow did the A r Force react?
Hynek:  Oh,  the A r  Force was thr i l led l t
wanted to end Project  B ue Book so badly
I  cou d taste t ,  and the fee ing was that  i f
Condon came out  and said UFOs wcre non-
scnse lhey d have the chance
Omni: Many peop e cla m lhat the Condon
nvest  gat ion was noth ng but  a wh tewash
that  Condon reached h is  concl ls  on before
he began hrs study Whal  s  your  fcc l ing?

Hynek:  Thcres no doubt  about  t  I  had drn
ner w th Condctn at  hrs home in Bou der  two
weeks before h s commit tee actua y went
rnto act  on And he was qu te c lear  y  nega-
tve But  r f  he was f  egat  ve.  you should have
seen Mrs Condon Shc was v t r  o l ic  And r t
was a p ty. really that Condon. who was such
a darn good sc ient is t  shouid be rernem
bcred not  for  h is  exce cnt  radar  rcsearch,
but  lor  the f  y  ng 'saucer s  tuat  on

Anyway. he was c ear y prelud ced Hc
asked me to come n and br ief  h m, and I
was astounded to see that his chief Bob Low,
the guy actua ly  do ng thc work,  was at  the
b ackboard put t rng down chapter  headings
and conc us ions You don t  generate chap-
ter  head ngs and conclus ions unt  a pro ject
s actual ly  wel l  under way You ve heard of
the famous t r ick would be memo haven t
yol? ln  wr t  ng a et ter  to  the t rustees of  the
Unrversr ty  of  Colorado.  ask ng them to ac
ccpt  the A r  Force contract .  Low sard n ef -
tect  'Thc t r  ck would be to gtve the impres
s/on that  we are do ng a sc ent  f  ic  lob
Omni :  atd the Condon Comm ss on ntend
to rev ew al l  o f  Blue Book?
Hynek:  Oh God no B ue Book turned over
a I  ts  f  i les but  most  were nevcT even un
packed Condon f  na y dec ded to exam ne
seventy t rve cases But  the cho ces were
poor t  I  had been asked to adv se I  would
havc sa d,  Thcrcs no po nt  exam n ng th is
one l t  s  obv ously  a meteor  Or Th s be
haves l rke a ba oon Why don t  yo l  nvest  -
gatc tne cases we tound t ru y  puzztnq?
We .  Condon d dn ta lways do that .  but  even
out  of  the seventy f  ve there were abol t
twenty- f  vc that  they lust  cou d not  cxpla n
Thrs s ment  oned n the bowcls of  the re por t
but  not  n the much p lb l ic  zed sum..ary
where he drsmisses Uf  Os as nonsense
Omni:  l I  a  th rd of  thc s ght  ngs were puz
z ng.  why drsnr  ss the who c phenomcnon?
Hynek:  l t  a lmost  sccmed to mc as r f  Dr  Con
don had not  read h s own report  l t  was af ter
a1l  rea y wr i t ten by under l ings The repor t
lse t prescnted real myster es To ustrate
my po nt  at ter  the repor t  came out  I  rc
cerved a v is  t  f  rom a Frcnch space sc ent is l
workrng w th NASA By thc way what  got
you ntcrested in  UFOs? asked h m 'Wel

I  read the Condon report .  he said Not  ng
my surpr  se,  he added.  You know i f  you
real y read that report from cover to covcr.
you rca ze there 's  a prob em Nonethe ess
when the Condon Report  came out  rn 1969
i t  was the k ss of  dcath The great  Condon
and h is  commit tee had spoken,  the boys in
hrs c lub the Nat  ona Academy, of  Sc
ences had concurred,  and Blue Book was
closed
Omni:  The issue cer ta in ly  wasn t  c loscd for
you,  thougb What  happened then?
Hynek:  Noth ing much unt i i  1973 wfren I  de
cided to rnvcst lgate a marve lous s ight ing at
a medical  r - l  ss,on ,^  Boanai .  a  remolc pd ' l
o f  Papua New Gr nea The repor t  made n
the la te Sixt res by some nat tves and a wb te
Anglrcan prest  named Father  G l ,  had been
dismissed by Blue Book I  dec dcd to see
for myse f To get there I had to take a mts
s ion p ane f  rom Port  Morcsby par t  of  Papua,
C ( l N  T  l ! l l F  L l  O N  P / \ ( l l  l { l l
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to  a p lace cal led Raba-raba,  which means
far, far away. From the re I had to take an
other  p anc,  and then a l  t t lc  outboard mo
torboat .  and f  ina l ly  the nat ives lust  p cked
me up bod y and carr ied me ashorc

According to Father  G 1,  a nurse named
Annie Laur e Borewa came running rn lo h s
study to say there was a furor  outsrde Gl l l .
who s not  real ly  exc i table sauntered outs ide
r o  ( oe  a  hove r i no  r - l i s r -  w r ' h  . r  dcc t  a .ound
i t  Be ng a f  r rendly guy he waved at  the d isc,
and  to  h i s  u l t e r  su rp ' i se  so re  c rea t - ' c s
waved back Then he wavcd with two hands,
and they waved back w th both hands The
n a l  v e s  g o  s o  c ' c i l e d  l h e y  r a  a ' o u r d
scream ng and gest icu lat  ng,  and then.  bc
cause t  was a re rg ious sor t  of  p lace,  they
went  Into evensong!

Wel l ,  I  got  Father  Gi  as ide in  1973,  and I
sa d lo  t r i ' - r  'How :s  i l  lha l  yo_ s opped o
pray?'  '  1  ve asked mysel f  that  quest ton.  Gr l
answered 'But  you know, I  lust  fe  I  t  was
some st range devrce madc by you Amer i
cans 

'  I  to ld G i l  l t  d idn ' t  sound ke any tech-
nology I d ever heard ol
Omni :  l )ow did Blue Book expla n thrs?
Hynek:  The d isc had a g low around i t  and a
blue beam that  went  s t ra ght  up As i t  e l t  t
passed  th rough -  . and  I  um na ted  some
clouds So Blue Book cal led t  "c loud i l lumi
nat  on. '  Wel l ,  how d d the c louds get  i l  umi-
nated in  the f  i rs t  p iace?

After  invest igal  ng that  i t  was par t  of  a
who e ser ies of  srght ings n the area I
s topped at  a hote l  rn Samoa and happencd
to g l impse a te cx n the lobby I  s  d led over
to r t  and read about  a UFO srght ing in  Ath
ens,  Georgia We l ,  I  re turned home to onc
of the b ggest UFO wavcs in a decade There
w e r e  m o r e  t h a n  f  v e  h u n d r e d  s  g h t  n g s
throughout  A abama, Georgra Ohio Penn
sy vania.  and much of  the Eastcrn Uni ted
States I  s l r l l  remember the day I  had gonc
over numerous repor ts ,  and I  was just  pac
ing the f  loor  when I  sa id.  'There s got  to  bc
a center  Too much s go ng down the dra n
and no one s minding the storc 

'

Omni :  l l  was af ter  the founding of  your  ccn
ter  that  you rea ly  began to dcf  inc UFOs as
a phenomenon Whal  was the unders land
ing that  began to emergc f  rom your work?
Hynek:  I  reatzed that  we don' t  have UFOs
only UFO reports .  I  def ined lhe UFO phe-
nomenon,  then.  as the cont inua f  ow of
\ l r a ' ge  : i gh l r ^gs  a rd  repo r l s  f  ' om a  ove ,
the wor d Tbe patterns and contents of these
reports  const i tu te the UFO pbenomcnon
Thc phcnomenon says noth ing whatsoever
aboul  or  g in.  noth ng about  l i t t le  green mcn
The quest  on about  whether  you do or  don t
be ieve in  IJFOs is  i r re lcvant  l f  you def  ine
the UFO as the UFO report  and r ts  consrst
ent  contents,  then t f re phenomenon rs lhere

On the s implest  level ,  l 've d ivdcd that
phenomenon into s ix  categor ies The most
f requent ly  repor ted s ight ings arc thosc of
st rangely behaving ghts n the n ight  sky,  so
I  ca led these,  s imply,  nocturnal  l ights Sincc
r08 0l /  N i

the majonty of  daytrme UFO sight ings have
ar oval  :haDu and are of len rcpor led as
mctall lc ookrng, these I called daylrght discs
A separalc cdlcgorv s atso necoed for UI Os
' t r a l  a re  p i c tod  -p  by  rada r  l hen  thc re  a re
tac c osc encounters.  In  c lose encounters ot
the f  rs t  k ind.  wr tnesses come wrth in a few
hundred feet  of  the UFO, but  nei ther  the wi t -
nesses nor  thc envi ronment  is  physical ly  a l -
fected In c losc encounters of  the second
kind,  thc UFO interacts wi th the envi ron-
n 'enl  w l ' rcs5es orbolh peop,eor t reescan

be burncd ho es or  r ings are made in the
ground And most  incredrble,  tn  c iose en
cou.re 's  01 lne lh i  d  k ind.  humanl ike crea-
tures the so-cal  ed a l iens-are said to
make thcrr  presence known.
Omn i :  Th i s  t h  rd  ca tego ry  gave  S teven
Spielbcrg thc t t e for his fi lm Close Encoun
ters of the Thrrd Krnd. How dtd you come up
w th that  par t icu lar  label ,  and how did you
react  whcn Sprelberg used i t  in  h is  f i lm?
Hynek.  I  d  d -ot  wanr lo  use any c lass i l ,ca-
t ron systcm that  would mply an or ig in,  so I

5Suppose UFOs
arc f r\/ino lo sn\/P t$ ln the" ' 1 ,  . "

same way we try
lo saye whales. Suppose

when some
damn idiot trres lo press

the red
button, it doesn't work.9

s molv r  op od r l .c  nomencla lure that  physr-
c is ts  used to descr ibe col l is ions col l is ions
ot thc f rst and second kind From that, I ex-
panded to get  c  ose encounters ot  the f  i rs t ,
second,  and th i rd k ind I  s t i l l  remember
walking through Hollywood around ten-thirty
at nrght and comrng across a l lne two or three
blocks ong I  looked up at  the marquee and
S A W  ( ] L O I ] F  F N C O U N I F f ] S  O I  I H E  I H I R D  K I N D ,

Boy,  what  a thr i l  I
Omni . .row has your work helped you un-
derstand UFOsr
Hynek:  l t  has helped me to formulate a ma-
lor  quest ion Does the phenomenon repre-
sent  new emprr  ca l  ev idence in the same
5e-rc lhat  b lc ler :a represenled empi l i6sr
e v i d e n c c  w h c n  V a n  L e e u w e n h o e k  f i r s t
loo l ,ed l l - rougtr  h,s  rcroscoper the rear
qucst  on rs  whether  or  not  the UFO phenom-

l - r a  a ' n l r  n n r l  1 1 7  l h a  n r o c o n l  c n i -u r  u t  I  u d  r r u  r r  p ' d  t t u u  u y  i l  r L  v r L J U |  i l  o u t -

cnt i f  ic  parad gm l 've come to bel ieve that
the answer is no Take the car-stopping
cases The Condon commit tee t r ied to du-
n l  r r t n  t h r l  o f  f o e  i  h r r  c r r l -- /  - -JJeCI ' �ng a car  to an
ntense magnet ic  f  e ld This changed the
mdgnpl .c  s  qndtJre of  the car  but  dtdn I  s lop
the car Now that is something that is not ex-
o la i -cd by p 'esenl-day scrence Heres an

olher  example UFOs are repor led to hover
nn iqe lesq [ r  : nd  t hcn  t akg  g f t  w ' t h  I r emen -
dous speed somet imes wi lh  f  lashing ighls
A 1et  a i rcraf t  can lake of f  wr th t remendous
speed.  and a hel icopler  can hover  But  I
know of no device that can do both and do
both s i lent ly  In  both instances the hardened
crr t rc  would have an answer l t  d idn ' t  real ly
happen l f  he 's  r ight ,  the UFO phenomenon
r c  n n  l n n n o r  a  n h r r c , r a  L ,  ' r  -  ^ - \ / ^ h ^ l ^ ^ ; ^ -r c ,  r u  r v r  i g c r  o  v r  r y J  U o . .  u u l  q  p ) y u '  r v r u 9 r u q l

problem Then the psycholog st  must  te l l  us
how ten geographical ly  rndependent  peo-
n le  r : an  rpno r l  r den l r . a l  de ta r l s .
Omnl:  Wel l ,  that  is  a possib i l i ty
Hynek: Of course, the UFO phenomenon
may teach us more about ourselves than rt
does about the outside universe We don't
know the answer, but there are several intrr-
guing possib i l i t ies
Omnl: Including the possibii i ty of visitors from
outer space?
Hynek:  That 's  cer ta in ly  one possib i l i ty ,  but
r ts  hard to accept  My brggesl  hope is  lhat
: q  i h e  r o s e : r n h  n r n n r e q " ^ ^  l ' ^ , ' l l  f - ' a  r l - r l a  t a|  ,  | , r  v \ , r u J r U > .  I  v V i l r  U q  d U t E  L U

demonslra le lhal  the f  T hypothesrs is  un.
' enah lp  l he t  r l  r r  t s t  r 1ncs1  I  wash  l o  a  SC ten
l r s l  I  nok  i f  vn r  r  l e t  t he  t h tCkneSS O f  an  Ord r -
na ry  p l ay tng  ca rd  r ep resen l  l he  d r s l ance
from the earth to the moon, how many cards,
pul  back to back would represenl  lhe d is
tance to the nearesl  s tar  o lher  lhan lhe sun?
The number rs  s tagger ing Youo have to
have nineteen miles of cards. lf you put down
lwo cards per  second and worked an e ight-
hour day, it would take you eight and a hal{
years There is  s imply noth ing in  our  present
or foreseeable technology that would allow
lravelers to cove'such distances And I have
mr  r ch  l on  mr  r ch  reqnec . t  f o r  L rns te tn  lO  t n i nk
we can travel {aster than iight There are other
th ings that  render the E T hypothesis  un-
l ike ly  as wel l .  Our detect ion devices,  which
2 r o  a o n c i t i \ / o  o n n r  r n h  t A  d ^ r -  ^ {  -  ^ ^ -  ^ ^ -  r  - r l
u r u  J U r  r J r ' r v u  u r  r v u v '  r v  u E t g u t  o  ) u u u E l  u o I

thousands o1 miles away, do not discern
UFOs coming in or out. Yet there are so many
reports that i{ UFOs were actual sh ps, it
would be l ike not  detect ing an Apol lo  launch
every hal f  hour

Theres a lso the fact  lha l  lhese supposed
aliens don't behave like we would behave
upon v is i t ing another  wor ld They don t  ca l l
for a summit meeting with heads of state
They don I  se l  up t rade ano they don I  t ry  Io
explain their presence Moreover, they seem
to be at home in our gravity and our atmos
phere,  which is  h ighly  unl ike ly .
Omni: Then you are advocating a psycho-
logical point of view.
Hynek: Hold on there, what do you mean by
psychological? |  a lways del ight  n point ing
out that on whichever level you perceive the
UFO phenomenon,  you st i l l  have a problem
Whether  UFOs are real  or  not .  thei r  mot ions
are not random They seem to be pro
grammed and to exhib i t  what  appears to be
cur ios i ty  and purpose

Theres another  'eature aboul  tne UFO
phenomenon lhal  escapes mosl  people I
l ike to cal l  i t  the Cheshire Cat  e l fect  ln  Al tce
in Wondedand, the Cheshire Cat mani{ested
i tse l f ,  communicated wi th Al ice,  and then
disappeared.  The UFO does very much the



samc l l^ rng The typrcal  Ul  O is  seen t ly  sev
^rr l  nennlp i l  seems snlrd and leavos ma'hs,

then goes away raprd ly  But  i t 's  rare ly  re-
ported from town to town Now when a747
eaves New York {or San Francisco, thc damn
thing can be t racked any p ace a long the
l ine Not  so wth UFOs In essence UFOs
appcar spontaneously wi thrn a l imi ted arca,
remain v s ib le for  a shor t  t ime,  and then d is-
appear wrthoul  a l rdcc This pccu iat  bol 'ov
lor  reminds us of  the dua ty  of  l iqht ,  which
- ^ r ^  ^  t h ^ /  ^ r  e  n r r t i n l o  r ] o n o n r lo u t )  Y  t | Y r  o >  o  v v o v v  u r  u  p o t  r r u , u .  u L  p r  r t u

r^g on l . lc  par lcu lar  s ' lua l ron Pe'haps UtrOs
also have two aspects They might  even be
an nter face between our  real i ty  and a par
al le l  real i ty ,  the door to another  d imension.

Now i  m just  suggestrng th s ,  not  saying
i t 's  so Any number of
^ + A ^ .  + h ^ ^ " i ^ ^
t r l t ! c t  l t l c L r t t c -  o t c

present ly  as val rd
Omni ' .  WhaI  theory
mrght explain the most
n t  z t  i n a  n r r f  n f  t h o

- ^  ^ ^  l ^ i  ^ h ^ ^ ^ / n ^
J U _ U O  r Y U  p r r U r  r U r  I  E -

n o n  c l a i m s  t h a t
^ ^ ^ ^ t ^  h ^ . , ^  h ^ ^ ^
i . r u u p r c  r r d v u  u u c r l

a b d u c t e d  b y  a c t u a l
creatures or  a l iens?
H y n e k :  l t ' s  o b v i o u s
r h - +  - 4 i , , ^ r i ^ ^  ^ ^ ^
u  r d r  q u u u u u u r  I  u d p

tures the publ ic  fancy.
Q n r o l h o r n  d  r l n ' l  m e L  o

a movie out of a noc
turna l ight  or  even a
day l i gh t  d i sc  C /ose
Encounters of  the
Third Kind was a
n r e h h a r  L o r r r r c o  l t

brought  n another  in-
t o l  i n o n r o  t h o  n t h o r <

It struck chords of awe
and wonder and fear :
' ' M y  G o d ,  a r e  t h e y
h ^ / ^  f ^  ' - h - 1 , ^  ^ A ^ r " _
t t c  E  t U  t t d n c  ( - t  t d t  t t t

brace ets out of us?
Are they looking tor a
new sou rce  o f  p ro -
tern? What  rs  thei r  mis
s ion in  the wor ld?"

l p r o b a b l y  k n o w
more about  the ab-
d r  r r  i r n n  n h o n n m a n n n

than most  people,  but
th is  in formatron s lm
ply rarses more ques

nal ly  went  to see Dr Ben jam n Simon,  known
for  handlrnq shel '  shock and amnesra cases
He used hypnotrc regression to br ing thcm
back to the lnc idcnt  He never  in terv iewed
them together  and nevcr  a l lowed them to
\ ea r  ea ,  h  o l hp r  \  l an t r s  A l l r -  , 1  w . i s  OvCr ,
Simon found that  they to ld the same story,
f  ( l r a l ones l ra l s  rmpc l , od  l hc ' n  I o  , eave  l he
car  and walk to the craf t ,  where they wcrc
separated and g ven examinat ions Bet ty
said they stuck a needlc in  her  navel  and
then took sk in and nai l  samples Barncy
cla imed they took a samp e of  h is  sperm

Simon had me over to dinner wrth thc Hi ls
and at terward put  thcm under hypnosis
Then he a l lowed me to in tcrroqate them for
an hour ard a ha f They were crtl ng ds uloso

[e l t  hs v/ ta deal rng wi ln  a nrncomoooo Bu
under hypnosis,  Bet ty  drew the map i  my-
sc l r  pu l  Be l l y  s  s ra r  map  i n l o  a  compu lc r
and as i t  turns out ,  r t  you lust  s i t  there and
didd e wi th the contro ls ,  you can match t  up
bcaul ' fu l ly  wi lh  par l  o f  'he te lescoprc ^ ighl
sky Car Sagan argues that  r t  is  a coincr
dence You can put down any number ot
dots,  and i f  you turn them a cer ta in way you'  1
get  a repl ica of  par t  of  the sky.  The map has
evidence for  and against  i t  But  to  me,  i t
doesn' t  makc much d i l ferencc The a l iens
home planet  would requi re about  one hun-
drcd srx ly  mi les of  cards The prg[ lg 'n  rs
marns,  How did they get  here? |  don' t  th ink
they d id,  cer ta in ly  not  by physical  means
Omni: Ihen you d ismrss the H l lsr

Hynek: Absolutely not
H a v i n g  t a l k e d  i n t i -
mate ly  not  only  wi th
Bet ty  and Barney bul
a l s o  w i t h  o l h e r  a b -
i ,  ^ + ^ ^ ^  l h ^ . ^  -  ^ - ^
u u u t c c ) .  L r  r c r c  J  u  u

thrng that  s lands out
They f i rmly bel ieve r t
happened,  and they
m a i n t a i n  t h a t  i t  w a s
real. But at what lcve
of  real i ty  is  i t r  ls  t
n q r r e  h n  n n i e  r l  r o r  l i r ;

p h y s r c a l  r e a l r t y  o r
s o m e l n L n g  e  s e  e n
t i re Yr  q,n61 now, we
d o n ' t  h a v e  e n o u g h
e v i d e n c e ,  a n d  a n y
a n s w e r  t h a t  I  c o u l d
give would be nval rd
Omni :  Professor  M -
c h a e l  P e r s i n g e r ,  o f
Laurent  an Univers ty
in Ontar io,  suggests
t h e l  I  I F O  q  n h i r n n q  : r e

v r s i o n s  i n d u c e d  b y
o a . t r n m r ^ n a t r  f i o l r l c

t rom the ear th s  crust
Hynek:  Pers inger  is  a
very enthusiast ic  sc i
e n t r s t  w r t h  t r e m e n -
d n  r q  o n e r c r i : n e l  q o l f

assurance He could
be r ight  But  lwon t  be
convinced unti he can
prove that an electro-
magnet ic  t ie ld nol  ap-
p l i e d  t h r o u g h  e l e c

How Bushmills occasionally
helps you meet beautiful

and curiouswomen.
\ i lu  ordcr  sc<l tch at  a l rar  and thc

gorgc()us \\ 'onlan l lcxt to \ 'otr savs to he rse lf:" 
l.\ ' i ' : ./t ) . l  r r sr rr rrr rrlr c r rr ' ' , ,rr ' . lr t l  r i rr kc r."

\ i l u  o rdc r  l l r r shn r i l l s  a r  a  l r a r  and  t l r e
gorgeous \\ 'olran ncxt to \t)u saYS (trl rrltr):
"l ' lrcrrsc nre . ltrrt tt ' /rrr/ is t la/?"

\ r  ru i r 's  u l )  t r  y  11y11.' l b l l  
hc r  l l r r shn r i l l s  i s  i n rpo r tec l f r on r

thc ur l r lc l 's  < l lc lcst  d is t i l le  r r .' l  
h c n  r r r c r r t i o n  t l r r r t  i r s  d i s t i l l c d  3  t i r r r c s

f i r r  an unconrnronlv s l loorh tastc.
, ' \t this 1't<lint. rrlu're on \ 'orlr o\\ n.

l l t r shn r i l l s  c l n  hc lp .  bL r t  on l r  so  rn t r ch .
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t ions.  Take the c lass ic  case of  Bet ty  and to me as you are now, and when Barney got  t rodes is  capable of  produc ng vrs ions
Barney Hi l l  Barney was a b lack post-of  f  rce to lhe scene where he was abducted,  he Omni :  Alv in Lawson,  a professor  at  Cal i for
of  icra l  ano Bet tywaS a wr- i le  SoC al  wort  et  vc l led o-r l  in  absol , lo  abjec l  tc ' ror  l l  sc- l  n ta Sla le Untvcrsr lV a l  Lo. lg  Beach s-O-
Coming back f rom vacat ion n Canada in shivers down my spine ld  say he 'd have to gests that  UFO abductees are s imply re l  v
1961. they reportedly saw what would be get an Oscar for the performance i{ he were ing the birth trauma. Medical instruments and
cal led a typ ical  UFO Then Barney was put t ing r t  on the long tunnel  to  the womb, he says have
somehow impelled to take a side road They Omnl: Wasn't there also a star map that Betty been converted into aiien examrners and
ud,  ,c  durvrr  vv 'o!  .  rsy Lhought  was a road supposedly saw? unearth ly  beams of  l ight .
bock when,  they c la im,  some creatures Hynek:  According to Bet ty ,  she asked the Hynek:  I  don' t  th ink babies coming through
started walk ng toward the car. One started leader where he was from. He pulled this the birth canal wou d remember that sort of
to put  h is  hand through the car  window. and three-dimensronal  map out  of  the wal l  He stuf f  Lawson,  who is  an Engl ish teacher,  af ter
that is all Betty and Barncy remember Two told her that the dots were stars, and the l ines, a l, has somehow latched onto a theory. I lust
hours la ler ,  they regained consc ousness the t rade and explorat ron routes h is  people thrnk i t 's  nonsense
They were thrr ty- f  ive rn l les far ther  down the normal ly  fo i lowed Then he said,  'Do you Omni :  Could UFO abductees be reveal ing
road without any idea how they got there, know where you are? Betty knew no astron some sort of Jung an archetype, psycholog-
and thrs,  obviously ,  began to bother  them omy whatsoever:  she can probably te l l  the ica l  symbols that  haunt  us a l l?

They began to have bad dreams and f r- sun f rom the moon, but that's about all He Hynek: Why at this partrcular epoch, though?
109



Why wouldn t  we have seen cop ous UFO
rcports  in  the n neteenth century?
Omni: Perhaps because modern techno
ogy eads to th is  par t icu lar  cxpression o l  the
archetype There have always been fanta-
s ies People saw elves 'norrstcrs.  dragons
Perhaps the archclypc var  cs I 'om oae dge
and socrety to the next
Hynek:Jung d icd avery puzzleC man about
UFOs He wanted very much to show that
they were a pro lect ion of  thc col lect  ve un
consclous,  but  he was sore ly  puzzled by the
phys cal effects: How cou d an archetype or
pro lect ion produce burns,  radar  t racrngs,  or
tangib le marks on the ground? In a sense,
lnat  s ' ry  problcm too.  Tre c lo-e encounler
o l  the th i rd k  nd . r - rs t  carnol  bc swcpl  undcr
the carpet .  In  sc ience you do not  drscard
d e l a  r r  r < , 1  h o r - a r r s p  \ i o t  I  d o n  t  I  k e ' h c m

Omni: YeI you reject the E T hypothes s How
do you account for what's Qoing on?
Hynek:  What  I  re ject  is  the idea lhal  i lesh
and-blood a l rens are v is i t ing the ear th I  do
believe that from an astronomical stand
point ,  the probabi l i ty  o l  another  in te l igence
in the universe is  enormous.  But  our  v is ion
of  Ihal  In le l l tgence lends lo  be very prov n-
c ia l  In  looking for  i fe  e lsewhere,  we natu
ra l ly  th ink in  terms of  our  own l i fe  But  I  th ink
lhat  s  a rn is take I  prefer  lo  go wi lh  lhe v iew
of  George Wald.  ar  Harvard who says that
consciousness may oe separale f ro" ' l  lhe
vehic le that  conta ins i t

I  a lso agree wi th Ar thur  C.  Clarke,  who
said that when we look for lrfe elsewhere. we
should look not  only  for  l i fe  as we know t  but
a lso for  l i fe  as we don' t  know i t  and can t
imagine it We are terribly circumscribed and
pre-Copernican in our nalvete when it comes
to our  concepl  of  ,n1e i igenl  l i fe  We rrde '
s land lhal  there are o lher  solar  sys lems brr l
\^ / t r  2rF ct i l l  onor-enir , r '  rv lg l  t  COff  eS tO OLtrv v v v v '  ' ( '  i v  v Y

concept  of  l i fe .  Maybe UFOs are inst ru '
ments to make us aware of the truth, intro-
ducing a new not ion of  l i le  and rea ty .  UFOs
m a r r  h o  r l l r  , c ' n n c  a r o 2 i o a l  h r r  c n n < n ' n r  r < n o q <

that  ex is ts  apar l  f ro 'n pro lop asm
Omni:BuI why? 4n6 why now?
Hynek:  Al l  I  can do is  sp i r  sore scenar 05
Suppose that  a r r '  l ror  years ago.  some oul -
c i d o  n i o l  i n o n r o  h r d  n  r - r ^  !  ^  -  ^ ^ ^ - .  i ^  r a  -
r r u u  r r t u r  r v u r  ' u u  ,  r q u  P  q l  l t c u  d  > u I  r S u  l l l  t l  l u

solar  system l f  i l  ser l  repor ls  bacl^  hone
p i re r v  t ho r  , qanc i  i r ca r s  as  f a r  as  f a . t h  and
t h ^  h ' , | - ^ ^
u  , L  I  r u r  |  , o r  |  .  o u u  v v u r u  u O l - C e  I  n e O  " n O S I  O I

i h n e a  r o n n r t e  r r r n r  r l d  h : r, , _ r ' e  oeen  .ea ty  mo .
^olonous.  The human race s s l  I  prs6rs3 '
rng and star t ing wars the l - ,urran r3ss s s [ ,  I
procreat ing and star t ing wars Bur perhaps
' h c i as t  t ,me  i hp  rpno r r  wen t  back  a  l u ^ l be r' " Y '  ' "

of  th ings had happened e lect r ic  l ights,  nu
n lpa r  ene rnv  nn rnn  I n  t he  TOOn .  I n  O the f
words,  the human race has suddenly be
come of  in terest  to  another  in te l l igence

Another  scenar io is  that  some inte l l  gence
outs:de us has srdder ly  real ized that  tne
hufn?n race ts  an endangereo specres Der
h :ns  t hev  a re  t r v i nn  l o  save  LS  i n  l he  Sa rne
way we are lry ng [o save whales seals and
so'or th I  h ,s  is  con]ec lure and tar  { ro.n 'act

hr  r '  real lv  a hone Srrnnose lhal  wten Soae
damn,d  o t  on  th i s  Ea r l h  l r i es  I o  p .ess  t he  reo
but ton,  that  but ton won' t  work
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Another  scenano s one I  ca l l  the parable
ot  the e lk  An e k rs  wandenng through the
Northwest  Terr i tory when suddcnly he sees
a 5 l r . inqe craf t  ano Some very st rdnge crea-
turcs |_ jc  cxpcrenccs m ssrng t rme ano
eventua y wakes up knowrng somethrng has
iappcned Thc 'nachrne ar-d lhe creatures
are gone.  but  he goes back and te l ls  h is  fe l
low clks all mcmbcrs of B PO E 3,17, about
h s e ' ,pe ' rence Tney say.  Whal  krno of
moose mi  k  have you been dr inkrnge" Vys11,
although he doesn't know rt. the strange craft
was  ac lua l l y  a  hc  i coD lc r  and  l he  s t range
c rea  L res .  peop  e .  Thev  f  r eo  a  t r anqJ . l z tng
bu let  in to h im,  and whr le he was uncon-
sc ,ous  mp lan leo  a  l r d .  r po roo r  So  the  e  k
after he wakes up has no notron whatever
l H - l  , , , t s ^ n ^ , , ^  I  \  ^  - - t ^ l l , l ^
L t t d r  v v l r - t  r i v H t  d  ( , c r l d t t  > d t r j i l l u  l _ / d > ) Y )

overhead i t  act ivates lhe t ransponder and
back in  Washington DC, h is  b lood,  hear t -
bea '  I enpe ra tL ' e  and  i oca l ron  a re  a l l oe rng
carefu l ly  p lot led Now i t  s  very suggestrve
but  cer ta in ly  nol  provable Ihar  some of  hese
e h | r  , e  l e e q  o q n p a  :  1 1 7  1 1 , h n n  t h ^ , ,  .  ^ ^ m  t aU J P U L  q  y  v v l r s l  I  r r i v y  J U s l  l r  t u

5Suppose a
verv aclv a nr:ed r-.iv tltzattOn

has the abtlity
tn nrnior-t n thnt rnht-fOfm

down here, whrch,
t ; t , ^  ^  h ^ t ^ ^ . ^ ^ h ; ^i lKe a notograpntc tmage,

ASSUrnCS
th re e -d i menstonal re al r t y.'

sho\ , \  scar \  havL'  l lcen splec lcd as e/per l
menta l  gu nea p gs
Omni :Yet  c lose encounters of  the th rd k ind
might  be anybody's  fantasy
Hynek:  I  can t  drsagree That 's  why l 'd  l ike to
focus most of my new research on c ose en-
counters of  thc se cond k ind,  where there are
actua physical  marks Perhaps a fore ign
conscrousness rs  creatrng not  lust  l lus ions
but  the rea ship and the real  creatures as
we 1.  l {  they we ren t  physica creat ions,  they
couldn t  eave t races That  s  the rmportance
of  the c lose encounter  of  the second k ind
Ler us suppose lndr  a very very aovanceo
c i v , l i za l , on  has .  as  a  pa r l  o f  r ' s  eve ryday
lech roogy  l ne  ab I l y  l o  p ro .ec t  d  l hoLgh t
form that ,  l ike a holographic lmage tempo
rarrly assumes three-dimensona reality This
s jus l  specLr  at io^ of  tne wr ldcst  >or l  but  f
the UFO phenomenon s doing anyth ing r t 's
causrng us to expdnd our  rn.dg 'nal  or .  1o
^ ^ 1 . ^  , , -  ^ , ^ , ^ " ^  r h ^ r  + h i -  -i  I  d { e  u b  d w d r u  i l  r c i l  |  , r s  r ' l C e .  C O l y  W O r l 0  W e

l ive in  is  only  the worLd we see around us.
not  thc s-m tota l  o 'our  envt ' t - . ,nment .
Omni: Are there any close encounters o{ the
second k nd that  you fee would par t rcu lar ly
help to reveal  [h  s  broaoer real  lv?
Hynek:  ld  l  ke to get  to  the bot tom of  the

Cashl landrum af fa i r  The story there con-
cerns Betty Cash, Vicki Landrum, and Vicki's
grandson Cotoy lhe lnree wcre com'ng
back from a Bingo game when they saw a
glowing triangle spewing flames above them
in the sky. They stopped the car to watch the
th ing,  and as i t  moved ot f .  they repor tedly
q 2 u r  ) h n r  r l  l u i e n l r ,  l h r p o  h o '  a n n l n r c  p q a n r l -

ing it out Aiter they got home there were al
- ^ " , -  ^ l  ^ ^ , , ^ , ^  ^ ^ ; ^ -  ^ { r ^ ^ ' .  T n ^ , ,  ^ . , ^ .
> u r  r )  v r  i J r  r y ) r w l u ! ]  u d  u L  r u u L -  |  |  r c r {  c y c >

swel led,  thei r  hai r  te l l  out .  they developed
l - t l r c l o r c  l h e r r  i l r e r p  n 2 r  r q o : . ^ - l  r n d  , " , n r r ,  T h a'  ' u u J U d l Y U  d l  l U  V V U d n  I  L  l U

e \ / en t  r nmn le te l i ,  : l i e rnd  t he i r  l i veS

Omnl: What do you think was at the root?
Hynek: My best guess is that they were ex
nnqod ln qnme krnd nf  r t tc fowave radral  or^
Space-shut t le  engineer John Scheuss er .
whos invesl igal rng lhe case ;s  veer ing lo-
ward the idea that the three were exposed
l n  2  n n \ / p r n m p n t  d e r r r e  e  o c a n r t p a i  h i r  l u r o n l . ,- t  " ' " ' J

three l re rcopters Hes even re lped Bel ty
Vick i ,  and Colby to inst i tu te a lawsui t  against
the government .  But  there 's  another  srde ot
a l  th is :  Where wor ld twenty- three hel ,cop
ters come f rom? Fi rs t  of  a l l ,  i t  was Chr is tmas
, ^ , ^ ^ l  - ^ ^  ^ ^ ^ ^ l ^  - r  + h ^  h  - .  ^ ^  ^ - i ^  r h ^ , ,v v Y U n .  o r  t u  f r v u p r g  o t  u  r u  u d > g >  > o r u  t  Y y

would never  conduct  mi l r tary exercrses a '  a
t ime l ike that
Omni :Cer la, r ly  you can t  De suggesl rng lhe
possib iL i ty  of  twenty- three extraterrestr ia i
helicopters?
Hynek:  \o .  thal  s  preposlerous But  oer-
haps Cash ano the Landr;ms saw a i 'o 'o-
oranh,n  imanp n f  lho  ho l innn la rc  I  nnr  r  e1  h ,  , r i

that more than I buy twenty-three solid
physical  hel icopters f rom some unknown
base.  when no base'nan wr I  admrt  seerrg
so ' rany hel icopters of  that  par t ,cu ar  krnd
Omni: YeI I really think that we're obliged to
consrder  the fact  that  some o '  these s gHt-
Ings are oue to governrrent  craf t  Recenl ly
l a m o c  F  C ) h o r ^  t r 2 . o . l many 'epof ls  to  se-

cret  Soviet  sate l  i te  launchings
Hynek: Today, of course, such technology
may account for many reports Fram 1947
through 1955, however, alrnost none of the
maneuvers ascr ibed to UFOs cou d have
been dupl icated wi th human technology
And even today our  techno ogy can duplr
cate only part of the phenomenon. We slr//
don't have craft that can hover and then take
n f f  r l  f e n i r < i i n  c n o o r l

Omni: As far as you know But the govern
ment  bas been impl icated rn other  ways as
wel l  A group known as CAUS fCi t izens
Agarnst  UFO Secrecyl  c la ims that  the gov-

h - ^  A ^ ^ ^  ^ / ^ h ^ ^ + . - + i ^ ^
u r  | i l r u r  t  I r d >  u E g r  I u r u r  r g > t r o t i r 1 9  o , r r q ) > r v v

coverup of  UFO informat ion They've re-
cently invoked the Freedom of Intormation
Act  to obta in c lass i f red in formatron Have
they found anythrng,  and do you bel ieve
theres a governmenl  cover-up?
Hynek: What can be covered up? You can
cover up ignorance.  embarrassment ,  s in is
l a r  n n l r i i n : l  : n i c  I  m r r c o r r  d ^ ^  r  ^ ^ ^  . a r l  a , , .
r u r  | , u i l r ' u o r  o u r J .  I  r r r y J U l L  U U I  I  ) U U  l U d l  C V I -

dence for  a d iabol ica l ,  Machiavel l ian cover-
up ,l do percerve a strong re uclance lo sha'e
informat ion wi th the publ ic  The government
dio crass ' fy  many or  lhe rnexpla ined srghl -
ings,  and CAUS, wie ld ing the Freedom of
In lormatron Acl .  managed to d,scover  a
number of  th ings The most  important  ma-



rer ia l  concerned the Strategic  Ai r  Command
(SA,C) bases

CAUS learned that  in  the fa l lo f  1975,  there
had been a spate of  srghl rngs at  the Lorrng
Arr  Force Base,  in  Maine;  the Wurtsmi th Ai r
Force Base,  in  Michigan,  the Malmstrom Air
Force Base, in Montana; and the Falcon-
br idge Air  Force Base,  in  Canada.  In each
case.  according 1o c lassr f ied government
documents, tfre nuclear-weapons storage
area was penetrated by UFOs One helicop-
ter prlot sent rn to look at the Malmstrom UFO
even c la imed that  i t  had manipulated the
computer ,  changing guidance d i rect ions on
intercont inenta l  bal l is t ic  miss i les

CAUS also found evidence indicat ing the
presence of sti l l  more documents. When
CAUS attorney Peter Gersten went after
those, he was told he couldn't have them be-
cause they would interfere with national se-
curity. Yet the Air Force today maintains that
Blue Book was c losed because UFOs drd
not affect national security. How can they
have it both ways? Gersten took his case to
the Supreme Court ,  which refused to hear
the case. He f inally managed to obtarn some
documents This is one of them fHynek takes
some pages from his folder.l
Omni: l l  s all crossed out!
Hynek: Government censors crossed out
v i r lua l ly  everythrng.  Now. rs  thal  a cover-up
or what?
Omni'. H.ow do you react to Larry Bryant, who
cla ims the government  is  h id ing crashed
saucers and alien corpses?
Hynek:  Bryant  is  a superenthusiast ,  and he
doesn't show good judgment. His evidence
is a letter purported to be from an Air Force
officer claiming that he'd heard of these
al iens.  That  cer ta in ly  wouldn ' t  s tand up in
any court of law

To be honest, I don't l ike to talk about
crashed saucers because I am in a position
to mobi l ize publ ic  bel ie f  l f  I  came out  and
h e l c l  a  n r o c c  e  n n { o r a n n a  l ^  - - .  /  + h - }I  r u , v  u  l . , r u o o  u v r  I U r  u r  r u c  l v  ) q y  t r  t q t  d  > d u u u l

has landed and the creatures were 'n  deep
freeze a l  Wr ight  F ie ld,  qui te a few people
would bel ieve me.  But  i t  wouldn ' t  necessar-
i ly  be t rue,  and i t  cer ta in ly  wouldn ' t  be sc i -
ence. l 'm the interpreter, the monitor the elder
statesman in this f ield, and I won't jeopard-
ize my reputation for the sake of a story
Omni: All this brrngs up a good point: Where
do we draw the l ine? Af ter  a l l ,  the UFO phe-
nomenon rs made up not only ot reports by
n r l n t a  c a i o n i r c l c  t n . l  m a t a n r n l n ^ i c t c  T h a r a

are a wide var iety  of  cu l ts  that  worship a l iens
and rnake a l l  k inds of  outrageous c la ims
about communication from beyond.
Hynek:  F i rs t  of  a l l ,  such c la ims are s imply not
testable. One would have to throw away so
much of what we know about the ohvsical
wor ld lo  bel reve what  these people say that
the burden of proof is certainly on them
When asked for  ev idence,  thei r  typ ical  re-
sponse is ,  "The a l iens won' t  le t  me d iscuss
i t  wi lh  you,  you can t  see lhrs.  i t  s  a pr ivate
matter " Science has no truck with that.

But from another pornt of view, perhaps
there's a reason The cultists, after all, are
part of the phenomenon Sometimes I think
that hoaxsters and psychopaths are being

manrpulated to muddy the waters, to cast
doubt on the sightings that are real so we
won't be too lolted by the presence of an
al ien consciousness.  One can v iew the UFO
phenomenon as a conditioning process for
the human race,  a force nudging,  budging,
and pushrng us to a deeper awareness of
the universe.  But  perhaps such condi t ion ing
works bet ter  i f  i t 's  subt le I  l ike to invoke the
name of  Jane Goodal l ,  the pr imato logis t
known for her work with chimps. What would
have happened if she had barged into the
c h i m p  c o m m u n i t y  w a v i n g  b a n n e r s  a n d
gear? She would have scared the hell out of
the chimps.  So what  d id she do? She quiet ly
pushed her footstool an lncn or so ctoser
each day. She got the chimps used to her.
And maybe by using a lew crazy cultists as
a for l .  the Uf  Os are get t rng us used to them

The best example of this phenomenon
may be cult leader George Adamski, one o{
the greatest hoaxsters of all t ime Though no
longer alive, he sti l l  has many thousands of
followers around the world. He ran a ham-
burger stand at the base of Mount Palomar,
had a l i t t le  s ix- inch te lescope,  and cal led
himself Professor Adamski. He was no more
a professor than l 'm the man In tne moon

The moon was h is  th ing.  He had gone to
the moon,  and he had seen the other  s ide.
lush vegetat ion,  UFOs,  and a l l .  I  asked h im
some technrcal questions about the focal
length of his telescope Could I see his cam-
era? What  sor t  of  emuls ion d id he use? But
all he wanted to do was show me photos.

His arguments were completely i l logical His
understanding of astronomy and physics
was nii; there is simply no physical way in
which one side of the moon could have veg-
etation and atmosphere and the other side
not. Yet this man had an audience with
Queen Wi lhelmina,  of  the Nether lands,  and
large groups of  people accept  hrs rdeas
Omni: Perhaps people were swayed by his
Intensity and his conviction that he was right
Hynek:  He sty led h imsel f  a  teacher and phi -
losopher, preaching love and kindness. And
perhaps it 's that aspect that attracts this iu-
natic fringe Mankind has always looked to
the sky for help in one way or another lf the
crops farled. we had to placate the gods
Today people are looking lor a more sc en-
tif ic father image, but they sti l l  look to the sky.
And the coming of the UFO phenonlenon
was a ready-made vehicle for anyone seek-
ing re l ie f  f rom the energy cr ,srs.  overpopL-
lat ion,  the chance of  a nuclear  holocaust ,
pol lu t ion,  you name i t .  Wouldn ' t  i t  be n ice i f
some other intell igence came down and
helped us out of this mess. ln a way, these
UFO cul ls  are tu l f i l l ing a deep-seated need
that lets members l ive more comfortably
Omni: Your crit ics would use your theory of
a d isembodied a l ien consciousness to ac-
cuse you of the same thing
Hynek: First let me say that I probably could
have used my influence to become a UFO
guru wi th a vast  fo l lowing of  orsc ip les And
l ike most  cu l t  leaders,  I  could be r ich Those
are things I would never consider. Nonethe-

$'hr\
"Then when he empties the in-basket, he's rewarded with a pavcheck



Deuelop Your lntuition . . .
The U nledtned Knowledge
Whence come the whisperings of
self-the st i l l  small  voice within? Who
has no t  exper ienced tha t  cer ta in  impe l -
l ing  impress ion  rha t  sudJen ly  f lashes
into consciousnessl I t  conveys that un-
deniable convict ion of truth that
neither rcason nor persuasion can sct
aside. The intui.tion is a source of un-
learned knou' ledge-a reservoir of
superior judgment that i ies enshrined
in the subconscious. I t  str ives to cuide
anJ  adv ise  you-even aga ins t  the  J ic -
tates of wi l l .

There is nothing supernatural or un-
canny  about  in tu i t ion .  Beneath  your
surface consciousness exists another
mind. I t  can he a source of inspirat ion,
o f  neu anJ  s ta r t l ing  ideas .  In iu i r ion  is
the  founta inhead o f  c rea t ive  ab i l i t y .
Every person's l i fe can be ful ler, r icher
in achievemenr, i f  he learns to arvaken
and d i rec t  in tu i t ion .  Don ' t  wa i t  fo r  en-
l ightenment. CaIl  i t  forth.
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less,  what  you say is  t rue.  l 'm walk ing a t ight_
rope the whole damn wav. One wonders whv
sludy the subject  at  a l l  l  ve gone through
ups and downs,  t imes when I  fe l t  that  i t  was
just  point less Then a l l  o f  a sudden a case
comes along that reawakens my interest, and
I say, "My God, how do you explain this one?,,
Right now, l 'm terribly excited by a spate of
srghtrngs In Westchester  Countv,  New york
w h e r e  d o z e n s  o f  h i g h l y  c r e d r b l e  w r t -
n e s s e s - i n c l u d i n g  c o m p u t e r  e x p e r t s ,
Ieacners, engrneers, and a meteoroloqist_
have seen a large, hovering boomeiang-
shaped pat tern of  l ights This case d i f fe is
lrom other, similar cases because it has an
abundant number of independenl, as oo_
posed to multrple. witnesses When you have
three or four people in a car, a psvcholoorst
can always argue that they were aifected"by
one another  But  when s l rangers separated
by two or  three c i ty  b locks repor t  the same
thing in  some deta i l ,  that 's  somethino e lse
Omni: A recent arttcle ir^ Drscover maqazrne
Sard that  lhe Westchester  boomeranq was
created by srnar l  o lanes f  lyrng ,n formatron
Hynek:  Some of  the s ight ings,  undoubtedly,
revoived around the f l iers But most did not.
Single-engine p lanes cannot  hover  sound-
less ly  or  t ravel  below sta l l  speed Again,  r t
seems as though the UFO phenomenon
wants to muddy the waters, to dtsprove tt_
self. lt has been pretty conclusively shown
that the flyers took off and mimicked the ac-
tual  UFO wtth in four  hours of  a leqr t imate
srghl 'ng Why? Qns of  the r rost  p iofound
statements in C/ose Encounters was made
by fthe late] Frangois Truffaut "lt 's a phe-
nomenon psychologtque." people were im_
pel led to come to the mounta in T ime and
agarn,  peopte were impel led to go to the
wrndow or  outs ide.  Perhaps the Westches-
ter  f lyers were a lso impel led,  impel led to
obtuscate the s i tuat ion by doing th ings so
that  no one would bel ieve i t .
Omni: Your personal goai, I take it, is not
obtuscat ion but  c lar i ty  What  do you p lan to
do In pursui t  o f  that?

relations between UFO features most fre_-
quently reported from all over the wo;rd.
These correlated features-like hov.;rino.
b l ind ing outpul  of  lght .  anomalous accele i_
ation, or complete silence-seem to violate
our present scientif ic paradigm.

The active work would include a vast net_
work  o f  psycho log i s t s ,  phys i c i s t s ,  po lV -
graph experts .  even magic ians,  who wouid
live and breathe carefully selected cases,
even if i t took years. The end result would be
technical reports on such cases, trulV sci_
entr f ic  documents As the years pass.  we
woutd accumulate a set of technical reports
acceptable to the National Acaoemy oi Sci-
ences. I hope to demonstrate to mv scien_
t i f ,c  cor leagues that  the sublect  is  worthv of
lherr  serrous at tent ion and that  r id icu le is  not
part of the scientif ic method
Omni: Now does your investigation of UFOs
compare wrth the beleaguered effort of SETI
Isearch for extraterresti ial intelt igence] re-
searchers, who are using radiotelescopes to
comb the heavens for messaqes?
Hynek:  Some wag has said tn i t  tne u l t imate
arm of the SETI program is to have the not
yet born talking to the long since dead, and
vrce versa In essence, SETI scientists are
currently l istening for radio messaqes from
drstant  crv i l r2st jsns many l rghl -year i  away l f
the sc ient is ts  d id f ind a message,  i t  would
be phrlosophically important But I don't think
i t 's  good pol icy to spend mi l l ions of  dol lars
on the SETI program and not spend even
one cent  to  consider  the possib i l i tv  that  the
UFO phenomenon might have some bear-
rng on the rssue. lt would be a tragic joke if
all this money were spent searching for evi-
dence of extraterrestrial intell igence in far
p laces when that  ev idence might  be under
our  very noses.
Omni: l low does your quest tre in wrth vour
concept  of  re l ig ion and God?
Hynek: My personal feeling is that the uni-
verse is not an accident. I feel l ike the spider
rn the corner of lhe 747. lt hasn't the sliohtest
idea what the mission oI lhe 747 is o-r who
built i t. All that is an order of maqnitude above
i ts  comprehension The unrygr-sa is  an order
of  magni tude above mine.  Si r  Ar thur  Ed-
drngton had a nrce way of putting it He said
that  the human mind is  l ike a f ishnet .  and the
kind of f ish you catch depends on the mesh
of the net. There wil l alwavs be fish that slio
through Eddington also said that qiven the
werght  of  an e lephant  s l id ing down a grassy
bank and the slope and friction of that grassy
bank, a physicist can calculate the exact
speed with which the elephant would hit the
bottom. But no physicist can tell Vou whv it,s
funny No physrc is t  can te l lyou,  e i ther .  aboul
tne meanrng or  purpose of  the universe.  I
have a lo t  of  f  un spinning out  such analogies
because, lrke UFO stories themselves, they
help me to thrnk l  ve of ten said that  some
day I would enloy being snowbound on the
rocky coast of Maine. I imagine myself in front
of the fireplace, keeping my friends enter-
tained for many nights, not with ghost stories
but with one interesting UFO tale after the
next. l 'd enjoy being given the chance, as
long as the food held out.OO

Hynek: My project now rs the new UFO Re-
search Faci l i ty ,  in  Phoenix,  funded largely
through private sources. We hope to carry
out an extensive UFO research effort. My
main benefactor is a malor philanthropist who
wishes to remain anonymous.
Omni: l low do you hope to make the new
center different from most UFO research ef_
forts around today?
Hynek: I do not mean it unkindly, but the UFO
movement today is  f  i l led basical ly  wi th am_
ateurs N/' lost of the investigators are not
professionals,  and they are technical ly  i l l
equipped and lack f  unds.  Many are a lso be_
set by preconceived notions of what UFOs
ought or ought not to be. My new research
fac i l r ty ,  on the other  hand,  wi l l  be a thor-
oughly professional operation Subject to
suf f ic ient  funding,  I  would d iv ide my inves-
tigation into two areas: passive and actrve.
The passive work would inc lude two com-
puter studies. One, named UFOCAT, for UFO
catalog, already contajns some eighty thou_
sand  UFO cases .  Ano the r ,  UNICAT ( fo r
unique cata log) ,  concerns the study of  cor_


