




the light, and contends the craft brushed
his ham-radio antenna and knocked
down tree branches in his backyard. A
strange, ashlike sphere the size of a golf
ball was later found in his yard. Rich in
evidence, this intriguing incident has al-
ready been investigated by police and
fire departments and by researchers in
a lab. The needed culmination for all this
data: a synthesis, in which an explana-
tion might emerge.

Multiple witnesses and physical ef-
f ec t s  a l so  de f i ne  d rama t i c  s i gh t i ngs
ove r  sou thwes te rn  M ich igan ,  whe re
hundreds of people have reported red
a n d  w h i t e  l i g h t s  m o v i n g  i n  c i r c l e s
through the sky. Here, the documenta-
tion includes police reports confirming
the strange phenomena as well as data
from the National Weather Service at
the Muskegon County Ai rPor t ,  where
meteorologists have tracked the l ights
on radar. While experts concede that
radar alone can be misleading, it does
add weight  to  rePorts  and suggests
that something might be afoot.

A n d  i n  A l a b a m a ,  a n  a c -
counting teacher and mother
of two says her abduction bY
aliens was harrowing. Her storY,
precise in  i ts  deta i l ,  echoes
the claims of hundreds of other
alleged abductees who have
come out of the closet of late.
Bu t  g i ven  a l l  t he  recen t  re -
search on false memory syn-
drome, can anyone accePt her
accoun t ,  r ende red  th rough
d e e p  h y p n o s i s ,  a s  l i t e r a l l Y
t rue? Wel l ,  i t  might  be easier
to evaluate if some of the evi-
dence descr ibed by abductee Leah
Haley turns out  to  be real .  From odd
scratches and scoops on her  sk in to
weird malfunctions in her security sys-
tem to alleged harassment by military
men in fatigues, Haley claims to have a
plethora of evidence that sets her story
apart from other, more anecdotal tales.

These incidents all have one thing in
common: They offer evidence that can
be analyzed, ferti le ground for Omni's
newest venture, Project Open Book. In
our effort to examine the UFO phenom-
enon, our basic question is clear: In the
midst of all the sightings, all the claims
and counterc la ims,  a l l  the abduct ion
scena r i os ,  consp i racy  t heo r i es ,  and
hype, is there any incontrovertible evi-
dence ,  so l i d  as  nu ts  and  bo l t s  and
plain as day, of visitation from on high?

We feel we are in a good Position to
pose th is  quest ion because we have
no axe to grind. As an editorial staff , we
are not yet convinced the invasion has
begun. Yet we don't have the knee-jerk
ins t i nc t  t o  debunk  ma te r i a l  j us t  be -
cause it 's weird. Yes, we agree the uni-
46 OlvlNl

IN THE MIDST OF

ALI- THE ABDUCTION STORIES, CONSPIRACY

THEORIES, AND HYPE,

IS THERE ANY INCONTROVERTIBLE EVIDENCE,

SOLID AS NUTS AND

BOITS, OF VISITATION FROM ON HIGH?

verse is vast enough and evolution flex-
ible enough to forge intell igent species
throughout  the cosmos,  especia l ly  on
earthlike planets around sunlike stars.
Yet we feel the feat of interstellar travel
would be tricky, even for geniuses of the
cosmic kind. In the end, there's just one
thing we sense for sure: The UFO data
suggests a mystery-unabiding, unre-
s o l v e d  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  d o w n r i g h t
spooky-in which strange phenomena
continue to go unexplained.

In our search for evidence, explain-
ing is mostly what we aim to do. As in-
vestigators have found in the past, the
la rge  ma jo r i t y  o f  UFO s igh t i ngs  a re
rooted in the mundane. Whether sight-
ings have proved to be practical jokes
and  hoaxes ,  me teo rs ,  c l oud  fo rma-
tions, ball l ightning, Soviet satell i tes, or
"b lack"  a i rcraf t  under development  in
the United States, some 90 percent of
all UFO reports investigated are even-
tual ly  expla ined.  Just  s i f t  through our
past columns on the subject, and You
will see that f inding real-world explana-

t i ons  f o r  t he  UFO phenomenon  has
been our impetus throughout.

I n  seek ing  to  exp la in ,  moreove r ,
Ooen Book wi l l  cont inue to embrace
Omni's longstanding policy of informed
skep t i c i sm.  Show-me- f  r om-M issou r i
types,  we wi l l  ab ide by the skePt ic 's
tenet: Extraordinary claims require ex-
traordinary levels of proof. ln our philo-
sophical  universe,  i f  we do not  work
hard to f ind an explanat ion-an ord i -
nary explanation-for each and every
case we look in to,  then our  work has
not been done. When we send our re-
searchers out to sift through evidence
for signs of E.T., you can bet your bot-
tom dollar the terrible burden of proof
wil l stay with us. And Open Book's final
query wil l always be the same: ls there
any evidence that proves, to our satls-
fact ion and beyond the shadow of  a
doubt ,  that  the a l ien in terpretat ion of
UFOs is ior real?

UFO researchers have attempted to
address this issue from the start. One
of the first to try to bring the scrutiny of
science to bear on UFO sightings was

the late Dr. J. Allen Hynek, who, during
the 1940s and 1950s, worked as an as-
t ronomer  a t  t he  Smi thson ian ,  No r th -
wes te rn  Un i ve rs i t y ,  Oh io  S ta te  Un i -
versity, and Harvard, producing rigor-
ous oaoers on electronic satell i te track-
ing and supernovas.  At  f i rs t  a  hard-
headed skeptic, Hynek also worked for
the Air Force, looking into UFO reports
for the notorious Project Blue Book. AI-
though Blue Book has, in recent years,
been discredited as a PR organ of an
Air Force intent on debunking any and
al l  UFO reports ,  Hynek h imsel f  went
through a conversion at its helm. As he
fo l l owed  " t he  p rog ram, "  sque l ch ing
one UFO flap after the next, he began
to doubt his own words. "Somewhere

along the l ine," he Iold Omni, "l real-
ized that  I  wasn' t  being sc ient i f ica l ly
honest .  The s ight ings needed fur ther
investigation, but we were disregarding
them, throwing the data away."

That realization put Hynek on a path
he would follow for the rest of his l i fe.
He began making copies of all the doc-

uments to come out of Blue
Book  and  ga the red  da ta
t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  h i m  t o
s tudy  UFOs  as  they  had
never been studied before.
He  c lass i f i ed  t he  va r i ous
types of reports and even
traveled around the coun-
t ry  invest igat ing the more
i n t e r e s t i n g  o n e s .  H y n e k
ag reed  tha t  many  o f  t he
s i g h t i n g s  c o u l d  b e  e x -
p la ined.  But ,  he held,  there
w a s  " n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  a c -
cepted scientif ic paradigm

to exola in them al l . "
His obsession resul ted,  in  1973,  in

the  found ing  o f  t he  Cen te r  f o r  UFO
Studies in  Evanston,  l l l ino is .  Out  of  th is
small operation, run mostly through the
donat ions of  f r iends,  he produced re-
spected papers and monograPhs in a
f ie ld replete wi th misguided enthusi -
asts, psychopaths, and frauds.

In the end, the so-called science of
J.  Al len Hynek went  sof t .  Cr i t ics,  and
even friends, began to say he'd become
shockingly  gul l ib le.  He spent  some of
h is  last  days in  the luxur ious Ar izona
home of  a weal thy,  but  "anonymous"

benefactor who subscribed to a psychic
interpretat ion of  UFOs and promised
Hynek  he  wou ld  c rea te  f o r  h im  the
most  lav ish UFO center  in  the wor ld.
When Hynek d ied of  bra in cancer in
April 1986, it was easy for sympathiz-
ers to say he'd gone insane.

Today, Hynek's legacy-his original
notion that UFOs could be studied with
as much scientif ic rigor as a volcano or
a lake-lives on in a handful of serious
researchers and open-minded skeptics
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who continue to sift through evidence,
seeking to make sense of the data, to
expla in.  l t  is  in  th is  spi r i t ,  and in hopes
of  doing what  Blue Book couldn ' t ,  that
Project Open Book turns its f irst page.

Because proof. if i t exists. might be
out there anywhere, we have asked our
readers to help. Already, our call for ev-
idence has been heard. Thousands of
readers have wr i t ten,  sending us thei r
thoughts,  percept ions and suspic ions,
thei r  photographs,  v ideo-  and audio-
tapes.  thei r  samples of  ear th ly  (or  un-
ear th ly?)  leaves.  rocks,  and of fer ings
f  r o m  b a c k y a r d s  a n d  m o u n t a i n t o p s
throughout the country and the world.

A reader from Canada describes a
m r r e i o r i n r  r c  n h i o n i  h o  ,, , -  says  smasneo
into the waters of Shag Harbour, Nova
Scotia, three decades ago. "What the
Shag Harbour UFO crash lacks in  h igh
drama, it gains in solid documentation,"
this eloquent letter states, "There were
many wi tnesses,  and v i r tual ly  no one of
suf f ic ient  age in Nova Scot ia 's  Shel-
burne or Yarmouth counties has forgot-
ten the event. I am sti l l  uncovering new
evidence, and have even interviewed
witnesses from the Royal Canadian Air
Force. Coast Guard. and Police."

A reader from Staunton, Virginia, de-
scr ibed "a br ight  red '  d isc in  lhe n ight
sky  above  h i s  home.  " l n  t he  m idd le

were four  round b lack c i rc les, '  he re-
por ts .  "When the oblect  l loated over
the apartments, it seemed to stop and
tu rn  one  o f  i t s  s i des  up .  Then  i t  d i d
something real ly  wonderfu l  i t  b l inked
a  n n n d - h r r a  l t c  c n o o d  a o o m a d  t n  d n

v y v v v  v v v l

from 200 miles an hour to God-knows-
what ,  and i t  was gone,"

And f rom the owner of  a bed and
breakfast  inn and dai ry  farm in nor th-
ern Vermont ,  we heard th is :  "Sunday,

January 6, 1994 | had two guests from
Washington, DC. We had been watch-
ing a video and when it went off, every-
o n e  w a s  h e a d i n g  u p  t o  b e d .  M y
husband was already upstairs, but my
son and I  and one of  our  guests (an as-
t rophys i c i s t .  now  l awye r )  dec ided  to
check  the  ou ts ide  tempera tu re .  We
went over to my large front window to
look out at the thermometer (it was -28
degrees Fahrenhei t )  and we saw two
b r i g h t  l i g h t s  i n  t h e  s k y  a c r o s s  t h e
e t r a a t  I  t h n r  r n h t  ' h o l i e  n n t e r '  R r  r t  t h o r o

wasn ' t  any  no i se  and  the  two  l i gh t s
were spaced very wide apart. lt moved
so slowly. We just looked at each other,
saying 'What  is  i t? '  Regardless of  the
cold, we ran out onto my front porch. lt
was a very gray sky that night, with the
threat  of  snow. The object  - two large
rectangle shapes connected by a cen-
t ra l  squa re  o r  t r i ang le -was  s low ly

moving d i rect ly  toward us,  wi thout  a
sound,  and f lew almost  d i rect ly  over
our  heads.  Only then d id I  hear  a fa int
rumb le ,  l i ke  a  deepe r  ve rs ion  o f  t he
s o u n d  y o u  h e a r  w h e n  y o u  p l a c e  a
large seashel l  up to your  ear . "  This  wi t -
ness reports that the local newspaper,
Ihe County Courier eventually carried the
story.  turn ing up wi tnesses she hadn t
known about  at  a l l .  " ln  a l l ,  e ight  people
r onn r t od  t ho  q i nh t i nn  "  

she  f eCa l lS .r ( i l  r v ,  w

F i n a l l r r  r r i o  r a n o i r r o r l  t h r o o  c o n e r e i ov v v e ,  s ( v

missives on the saucer l ike designs reg-
istered at the U.S. Patent Office. "There

are oatents in the oatent office describ-
ing certain flying aircraft not of conven-
t ional  design,"  one reader te l ls  us.  His
c la im :  The  pa ten ts  l i nk  many  peop le
who have worked on special or secret
projects. Another reader goes even fur-
+ h a "  r r l  h ^ ' , ^  ^ ^ ^ ^ +  ^ ^ . , ^ . ^ l
u  r v r .  |  |  r q v E  D P Y r  r L  ) E V U r o r  y Y a r  J  r  E -

searching current  hardware avai lable
to bui ld  these craf t , "  he states.  A th i rd
informant  sent  us,  v ia overnight  del iv-
e ry ,  more  than  one  hund red  pho to -
copied sheets of the patents themselves.

But conventional mail, via "pony ex-
press,"  is  not  the only condui t  to  Open
Book. As our online devotees have dis-
cove red ,  t hey  can  reach  us  t h rough
Amer ica Onl ine as wel l .  (To get  to  the
Open Book bul le t in  board,  type Key-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 88

BE l|]IE l|F THE FEW l|ll EARTH Il| l|W]I
A SIAMP IHAT'$ BEE]I IlI SPACE.

To celebrate U.S. achievements in
space, we placed a limited number
o/ Moon Landing stamps aboard
the shuttle Endeavour on its latest
mission. Now you have a rare
opportuntty to own one of these
h i sto ri c stam ps - i n co rpo rated
into a truly unique collectible.

G0llecllile inGlu0es:
I An exclusive $9.95 Moon Landing stamp

that traveled with the astronauts aboard
lhe Endeavour.

I Beautiful ly i l lustrated c0mmemorative
envelope by famed art ist Keith Birdsong.

l29g Moon Landing stamp with cancellation,
commemorating the Endeavour launch.

I Numbered Certi f icate of Authenticity.
Also available-a oremium l imited edit ion of
10,000,  ind iv idual ly  numbered and s igned by
envelope art ist, Keith Birdsong.
Re$enue n0u, unile quanfilles lasl.

I Send me _ copies of the Space Achievemenlcommemorative at just $25.00 each. ttem #9s5e.
f lSendme_copiesof thel imitededit ion SpaceAchievemenlcommemorative,numbered

and signed by the envelope artist at just $69.00 each. ttem #s862.
Please add 500 postage and handling.
Name Bill my: n VISA n MasterCard n Discover Card
Address Acct. No
city-State_ZlP_ Expiration Dare I I
P h o n e # ( _ ) Sig natu re
Check or money order enclosed for $_made payable to the U.S. Postal Service,

To order, catl:1 016 545-llll 9:00-5:30 ET, IVI-F
0r mail coupon to: U.S. POSTAL SERVICE
P0 Box 41 91 78, KANSAS Ctry M0 641 79-0988
ordem will be lult i l led 6-8 weeks atlel shuttle launch.
O1994 U.S. Postal Service 0033
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REJUVENETICS.
SIt[,'S 5.5! Kathy Keeton, the President and founder of

Longeuity magazine, stars in REJUVENETICS and

MORE RDJUVENETICS. These two new video

workouts are specifically designed to slow down the

effects of aging on the body and actually rurn back the

biological clock for a stronger, more youthful body.

REJUVENETICS features non-aerobic ballet, t'ai chi,

and yoga movements.

MORE RFJ UVENETICS concentrates on body sculpt-

ing specific muscle groups to build lean body mass while

speeding up the metabolism.

Follow either 30-minute program just three times a week

for satisfiring results without the stress and strain of

aerobics.  Onlv $14.99 each.

Longevil,f i\'lagazinc"s \\brkout \'irlcos Fbr .,\n Ageless Bod.1

Cal l  800-527-2189 and ask for  Department  R,  or  send $14.99 p lus $3.50 ($8.00 outs ide U.S.)  sh ippingand
handling for each video to: Best Film & Video Corp., Dept. R, 108 New South Road, Hicksvil le, N.Y. 11801.

PROJIIT OPII\I BOOK
CONTINUED FROIV PAGE 51

word. OMNI. Then click Antimatter.
Click Message Board. Click Lisl Topics.
And go Io REAL PROJECT OPEN
BOOK.)  Post ing on our  board,  a few
readers have mentioned the so-called
triangle craft, recently witnessed over
California and elsewhere in the United
S ta tes .  "Du r i ng  the  w in te r  o f  1992 -
1993 |  was at  Beale AFB, Marysvi l le ,
California, and was in my backyard with
my te lescopes,"  expla ined one of  our
onl ine regulars.  " l  am an amateur  as-
tronomer with over thirty years' experi-
ence ,  and  was  a l so  a  t r a i ned  pho to
in te l l i gence  spec ia l i s t  i n  a l l  t ypes  o f
systems. The date was around the third
of  March at  about  10:30 p.m. Paci f ic
Standard Time. I had just walked out of
my warm-up shed and was walking back
to my telescopes about ten feet away
when I noticed something floating above
me, going from southeast to northwest.
The craft was a triangle shape with two
rows of l ights going around the middle
on the two sides and was a l ight gray
on the bot tom, possib ly  f rom the re-
flected l ights of the housing area I l ived
in. There was no sound of any type and
no sign of engines. The craft looked to
88 OMN|

be as thick as a C-5A transoort. which I
have seen and f lown in many t imes.
The  co rne rs  and  s ides  we re  cu rved
and were only broken by the two rows
o f  l i gh t s .  As  I  s tood  the re  w i t h  my
mouth open,  the craf t  t raveled out  of
sight toward the PAVE PAWS radar site,
about two miles away. For a long time, I
thought what I saw was the new Mach
+ 6  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  p l a n e  t h a t  h a s
flown near Beale for many years, but
on reflection, the craft was too thick (30
to 50 feet)  to  t ravel  at  such speeds.
Hav ing  worked  w i th  t he  SR71 ,  I  can
say I have never seen a craft l ike this,
and others here in the Sacramento Val-
ley have a lso seen the same type of
craf t  in  January and February of  th is
y e a r . . . . A n y i d e a s ? "

Since ideas are the currency Open
Book  t rades  i n  on l i ne .  ou r  oos tees
h a v e  g i v e n  u s  q u i t e  a  f e w .  F o r  i n -
s tance ,  ou r  on l i ne  pa r t i c i pan ts  have
heloed us fine{une our notion of what
is and what is not legitimate "proof." A
few people pointed out ,  for  instance,
that  radar ,  whi le  an important  tool ,  is
not  va l id  as the only ev idence of  a
UFO. "Since radar  is  dependent  upon
electromagnetic waves," we were told," i t  may  be  eas i l y  d i s to r ted  by  o the r
e lect romagnet ic  waves that  are man-
made or natural in origin

Our  on l i ne  boa rd  has  a l so  spon -
sored a l ively discussion on the type of
evidence required to prove that bona
fide extraterrestrials have, in fact, been
in touch wi th a l leged abductees.  The
consensus can be summed up by this
pos t i ng :  Rea l  ev idence ,  i t  was  sug -
gested,  would come when,  fo l lowing
abduction, an alleged abductee could
deliver "advance information of an as-
t r o n o m i c a l  o r  p h y s i c a l  n a t u r e ,  n o t
known to contemporary sc ience but
checkable or verif iable ex post facto."

To help us evaluate the ev idence,
we have chosen a small but balanced
pane l  o f  expe r t s  ( see  s ideba r ) .  Be -
cause we need people experienced at
UFO investigation, we have selected a
number of  researchers a l l ied wi th the
UFO camp; all UFO researchers on our
panel  have been noted not  only  for
thei r  f ie ld work,  but  a lso for  the h igh
quality of their skeptical work. To give
some credence to the other side of the
realm, moreover, we have solicited the
help of some noted skeptics. Intent on
po l i c i ng  t he  UFO f i e l d ,  t hese  pane l
members  w i l l  he lp  us  make  su re  we
never let down our guard. To provide
background and expertise, we have re-
cruited experts in aerospace and mili-
tary craft. To shed some light on the hu-
man mind, we have asked for help from



a  few  psycho log i s t s .  And ,  because
Omni\ roots are, ult imately, journalistic,
we've selected a number of investiga-
tive reporters who wil l wield their craft
to go through data, coming up with what
we hope is a semblance of truth.

Al ready,  thei r  invest igat ions have
begun.  A.  J .  S.  Rayl ,  an invest igat ive
journalist most recently writ ing and pro-
ducing a CD-ROM on the Search for
Extraterrestrial Intell igence (or SETI), is
speaking with Leah Haley, the accoun-
tant-abductee. Jerome Clark, editor of
Ihe lnternational UFO Reporter, is re-
searching the Hol land,  Michigan,  s ight-
i n g s  a n d  t h e i r  r a d a r  c o m p o n e n t s .
Invest igat ive sc ience repor ter  Patr ick
Huyghe  i s  on  the  t ra i l  o f  abduc t i on
c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  m u l t i o l e  w i t n e s s e s
(and/or  mul t ip le abductees)  c la im to
have been involved. Other Open Book
panelists have been assigned to inves-
t i ga te  t he  sauce r l i ke  des igns  i n  t he
U .S .  Pa ten t  O f f i ce ,  t he  Nova  Sco t i a
water crash, and the bed-and-breakfast
sighting in Vermont.

Our  pane l  has  a l so  been  pok ing
a round  i n  t he  pas t .  Long t ime  Omn i
writer Paul McCarthy, for instance, was
int r igued by repor ts  that  an Army Air
Corps nurse helped autopsy aliens re-
covered from a UFO that crashed near
Roswel l ,  New Mexico,  in  July  1947-
and then just disappeared. Top Roswell
researchers, in fact, told Mccarthy they
had at tempted to f ind her  a long wi th
other Roswell nurses to no avail, sug-
gesting, perhaps, that they'd been in-
tentionally deleted from the record for
good.  McCarthy decided to t rack the
nurses, and thus far, has had astonish-
ing good luck, (Look for his Open Book
report in an upcoming Omni.)

A n d  J a m e s  O b e r g ,  o u r  l o n g t i m e
resident  skept ic ,  an aerospace engi-
neer, and a world-class expert on the
Soviet space program, has been look-
ing back a decade to 1984. His current
assignment: bringing new evidence to
b e a r  o n  a  S o v i e t  s i g h t i n g  a l r e a d y
touted as having i t  a l l -v isual ,  radar ,
and physical effects. Just added to the
m i x ,  O b e r g  t e l l s  u s ,  i s  a  s e r i e s  o f
sketches that  now may shed l ight  on
the origin of the mysterious apparit ion
as it changed shape, color, and size.

Today,  these researchers wi l l  he lp
Open Book move forward, joining other
ser ious groups across the spectrum,
from the Mutual UFO Network (MUFON)
to the Committee for the Scientif ic ln-
vestigation of Claims of the Paranormal
(CSICOP),  who have been invest igat-
ing the phenomenon for years. Thanks
to our readers, our efforts wil l be fueled
by reports coming in at a steady pace
from around the wor ld.  Wi th our  own
perspective, our own techniques, and

Ritl your home or plant of pests and rtermin zoith the .,,

Rodelsonix IX
still only $fgqs'i'
'i 'But read this ad for an eoen better deal!

ice, rats, roaches, bats, fleas, spiders
and other pests make l i fe mrserable at

home or at the plant. Old-fashioned poi-
sons get rid of them- but only temporarily,
and they are a hazard to you and to your
pets. R6de/sonlr IX works on a diff&ent
irinciple: It delivers a tremendous blast of
sound that feels like an onrushing 747 1et to
pests. It so totally disrupts their nervous
system that thev'll leave vour home within
a' few weeks-never to return.  There is
nothing to prepare, nothing to set up-no
poison and no mess. Pests.iust disappear.

Rodelsonix lX'ts a powerful industrial:type
unit that protects up to 10,000 sq. ft. (70;000
cu. ft.). It has six variable pitch and "loud-

ness" settings. You can even adjust it to
keep. la rger pests, such as raccoons, pigeons,
or rabbits at bay. Since it's clad in an enamel

FOR FASTEST SERVICE, ORDER
TOLL FREE (8001 797-7367
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 7 days a week

Please give order Codc #1007A380. lf you prefer,
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our own specia l  panel ,  we throw our
hat  in to the r ing.  We have no way of
knowing what we wil l f ind-or if we wil l
f ind anyth ing at  a l l .  We only know th is :
Any story we agree to look into must
provide p lent i fu l  ev idence to analyze,
d issect ,  and explore.  From our camp.
without such elements as multiple wit-
nesses, physical traces, medical docu-
mentat ion,  or  e lect romagnet ic  ef fects,
you have noth ing at  a l l .

I n  mark ing  ou r  p lace  on  the  UFO
map, we evoke the t ra jectory of  our
near-namesake-the frustrated Project
B l u e  B o o k - a n d  i t s  l e a d e r ,  J .  A l l e n
Hynek h imsel f .  In  the end,  Hynek could
not use science to unlock the mystery
of  the UFO, as he had p lanned.  Near
the end of his l i fe, ensconced in a grand
h a c i e n d a  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  A r i z o n a ' s
Qua(z Mounta in,  he g l imPsed a geo-
g raph i c  wonde r :  a  mammoth  s lab  o f
rock sculpted by nature to resemble a
monk  knee l i ng  i n  p raye r .  I n  t h i s  go r -
geous spot  ca l led Paradise CanYon,
Hynek discovered fervor in his call ing.
Moved more by re l ig ion than reason,
more by mysticism than science, Hynek
the investigator was finally swept away.
For  h im the dream had come to th is :
"l 've often said that someday, I would
enjoy being snowbound on the rockY
coast of Matne," he told Omni. "l imag-
ine myself in front of the fireplace, keep-
i ng  my  f r i ends  en te r ta ined  fo r  many
nights,  wi th one interest ing UFO ta le
after the next. I 'd enjoy being given the
chance, as long as the food held out."

But now, at the cusp of the twenty-
first century, the busboy has come and
cleared the food away. In a sense, it 's
sad: Who can deny an attraction to the
stor ies? Af ter  a l l ,  f rom a l i terary per-
spective. UFO yarns can now unequiv-
o c a l l y  t a k e  t h e i r  p l a c e  a m o n g  t h e
greatest ghost stories and science{ic-
tion stories of our time. No doubt about
i t ,  f r om the  t rag i com ic  p l i gh t  o f  t he
c lose t  abduc tee  and  he r  f r a i l ,  ha l f -
human  ' hyb r i d "  he i r s  t o  t he  om inous
stalwart bureaucrat who keeps crashed
saucers and a l ien bodies under lock
and key, magnificent UFO stories, rich
in social commentary and psychologi-
cal truth, abound. The heroes of these
ta les,  be they miss ing nurses or  pale
hybrid children lost forever to the world
o f  l ove ,  have  become my tho log i ca l
symbols for  our  t ime.  We wi l l  cont inue
to l isten to their cries. But now it is also
time to move on. Kicking and scream-
ing.  we must  le t  loose our  gr ip  on these
riveting, best-loved allegories and em-
b race  the  ev idence ,  l eav ing  l i t e ra ry
concei ts  behind.

On th is  caut ious note,  and in hopes
of f inding some answers, our investiga-
t ion begins.OO
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curity gate. I was disappointed by him.
He turned out  to  be a ta l l  th in man,  mid-
d le -aged ,  g rey -ha i red ,  d ressed  i n  a
l i gh t  woo l  su i t .  He  l ooked  l ess  l i ke  a
doctor than a poet, He had that kind of
f ragi le  e legance some people mainta in
on the edge of  panic,  the energy of  ten-
sions unresolved, glassy, never very far
f r om the  su r face .  He  wou ld  a lwaYs
seem wor r i ed .  He  l ooked  a long  the
street  toward Shepherd 's  Bush,  then
down at his watch.

I  opened  the  nea rs ide  Passenge r
wrn00w.

"David Alexander?"  I  ca l led.
I called: "Waiting for someone?"
He bent down puzzledly and looked

into the BMW
"Needa l i f t ? " Io f f e red
"Do I know you?" he asked.
I thought: Say the wrong thing, You

fucker. You re that close.
I said: "Not exactly."
"Then-"
"Forget it."
He  s tood  back  f rom the  ca r  sud -

denly, and I drove off.

C h r i s t m a s .  C e n t r a l  L o n d o n .  T r a f f i c
locked solid every late afternoon. Light
in  the shop windows in the ra in.  L ight  in
the puddles.  L ight  sp lashing up round
your feet. I couldn't keep sti l l . Once I'd
wa lked  away  f rom l sobe l ,  I  cou ldn ' t
stop walking. Everywhere I went, Shes
Always a Woman was on the radio.
Harrods,  Habi tat ,  Hamleys:  Bi l ly  Joel
drove me out  onto the wet  Pavement
with another armful of children's toys. I
e v e n  w r a p p e d  s o m e  o f  t h e m - a
wooden penguin with rubber feet, two
packs of cards, a miniature j igsaw puz-
z le  i n  t he  shape  o f  he r  name.  Eve rY
t ime I  saw something I  l iked i t  went
home with me.

" l  bought  you a present , "  I  imagined
myself saying, "this fucking l itt le spider
that really jumps-

"Lookl"

Qu i te  sudden l y  I  was  exhaus ted ,
Chr is tmas Day I  spent  wi th the th ings
I'd bought. Boxing Day, and the day after
that, I lay in a chair staring at the televi-
s ion.  Between shows I  Picked uP the
phone and put it down again, picked it
up and put  i t  down,  I  was going to cal l
lsobel, then I wasn't. I was going to call
hor hr rt I nlnqcd the r:onnection Care-
fully every time the phone began to ring
at her end. Then I decided to go back
to Stepney for my clothes,

lmagine th is-
Two a.m. The house was quiet.
Or th is-

I  s tood on the pavement .  When I
l o o k e d  i n  t h r o u g h  t h e  u n c u r t a l n e d
ground-floor window I could see the Iit-
t le display of l ights on the front of lso-
bel's CD player.

Or th is-
For  a moment my key d idn t  seem

to fit the door.
lmagine th is-
Late at  n ight  you enter  a house in

which you've been as haPPY as any-
where in  your  l i fe :  probably happier .
Y o u  g o  i n t o  t h e  f  r o n t  r o o m ,  w h e r e
s t ree t l i gh t  f a l l s  uneven l y  ac ross  t he
rugs ,  t he  f u rn i t u re ,  t he  man te lp iece
and mirrors. On the sofa are strewn a
dozen colourful, expensive shirts, blue
and  red  and  go ld  l i ke  macaws  and
money. Two or three of them have been
sl ipped out  of  thei r  ce l lophane,  care-
fu l ly  refo lded and par t ly  wrapped in
Chr is tmas paper.  "Dear China-"  say
the tags.  "Dearest  China."  There are
signs of a struggle but not necessarily
w i th  someone  e l se .  A  cu r i ous  s ta le
sme l l  f i l l s  t he  room,  and  a  cha i r  has
been knocked over. lt 's really too dark
to see.

Sw i t ch  on  the  l i gh t s .  G lasses  and
bo t t l es .  Food  t rodden  i n to  t he  bes t
kil im. Half-empty plates, two days old.

" lsobel? lsobel ! "
The bathroom was damP with con-

densat ion,  the bath i tse l f  fu l l  o f  co ld
water smelling strongly of rose oil. Wet
towels were underfoot, there and in the
draughty bedroom, where the Iight was
already on and lsobel's pink velvet cur-
tains, half-drawn, let a faint yellow trian-
gle of l ight into the garden below. The
lower sash was open. When I pulled it
down, a cat looked up from the empty
f lowerbed:  ran of f .  I  sh ivered.  lsobel
h a d  p u l l e d  a l l  h e r  f a v o u r i t e  u n d e r -
clothes out onto the floor and trodden
mascara into them. She had written in
lipstick on the dressing table mirror, in
p e r f  e c t  m i r r o r  w r i t i n g :  " L e a v e  m e
alone."

I found her in one of the big blanket
0oxes.

When  I  opened  the  l i d  a  s t range
sme l l - beeswax ,  d r i ed  roses ,  vom i t ,
whiskey-fi l led the room. In there with
her she had an empty bottle of Jame-
son's: an old safety razor oI mine and
two or  three b lades.  She had s l i t  her
wrists. But f irst she had tried to shave
all the downy, half-grown feathers from
her uooer arms and breasts,  When I
reached into the box they whir led up
round us both, soft blue and grey, the
oalest rose-pink. Miami! In some con-
fused attemot to Placate me, she had
tried to get out of the dream the waY
you get out of a coat.

She was st i l l  a l ive.
"China,"  she said.  Sleepi ly ,  she held
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Patrick Huyghe has been a science
wr i t e r  f o r  15  yea rs .  H i s  wo rk  has
appeared in Omni, The Sciences,
Health, and Audubon, among others.
He has produced documentaries for
WGBH-Boston and WNET-New york
and consul ted on sc ience exhib i ts
for the Liberty Science Center in New
Jersey. He has reported on UFOs for
Newsweek, the New york Times
Sunday Magazine, and Omni. partic-
ularly notable was his investioative
expos6 on the infamous "Hlgh- nise
Abduc tee , "  cons ide red  bv  some
UFO researchers to be the case of
tne century.

Sherry Baker is  an Ai lanta-based
freelance journal is t  and te lev is ion
consultant specializing in medicine,
science, and the arts. She has also
applied her significant investigative
skills to the arena of UFOs. She has
written on the subject 'for Omni tor
almost 15 years.

Jerome Clark is vice president of the
J .  A l l e n  H y n e k  C e n t e r  f o r  U F O
Studies (CUFOS) and edits CUFOS'
bimonth ly  magazine ln ternat ional
UFO Reporter. Author of a multi-
vo lume his tory of  UFOs,  he is  cur-
rently based in Canby, Minnesota.

James Oberg is a senior space engi-
neer in Houston, where he special-
izes in Mission Control operations for
orbital rendezvous as an employee
of the lea'ding contractor for manned
spaceflight operations. He is a widelv
published author on the past, presenf,
and  fu tu re  o f  space  ope ra t i ons
around the world (and off it), and has
written ten books, including Red Star
in Orbit, universally considered the
best inside portrait of the historv of
Soviet space activities, and lJncoverino
Soviet Disasters, a look at secreci
and technological  shor tcomings in
the former USSR. He privately pro-
vrdes expert assessment of Russian
space technology. James Oberg has
b_een contributing UFO analyses to
Omni magazine since its veirv first
issue, when he was the regular ,,UFO
Update" columnist.

Denn i s  S tacy ,  an  i nves t i ga t i ve
reporter who has covered the UFO
beat  for  20 years,  is  edi tor  of  the
MUFON Journal and co-editor and
publisher of Anomalist He recentlv
wrote a s ix-par t  ser ies on a l leged
government cover-ups for Omni.

Mark  Rod igh ie r  i s  d i rec to r  o f  t he
Center for UFO Studies in Chicaoo.
He specializes in statistics and ie-
search methodology as they relate to
UFOs, and is author of "UFO Reports
Involv ing Vehic le ln ter ference."  He
has served on the commit tee that
p u b l i s h e d  t h e  r e c e n t  A b d u c t i o n
Ethics Code, a series of guidelines
and standards for abduction investi-
gation and therapy.

Paul  Kur tz ,  Ph.D. ,  is  professor  of
philosophy at the State Universitv of
New York at Buffalo. He is editor of
the magazine, Free lnquiry, former
editor of Ihe Humanist, and founding
chairman of the Committee for the
Scientif ic Investigation of Claims of
the Paranormal (CStCOp.)

A.  J .  S.  Rayl  is  a long- t ime invest i -
gative reporter based in Los Anoeles
and  M inneso ta .  She  i s  cu116n t l v
t ravel ing the country to wr i te  and
produce an encyclopedic CD-ROM
on the Search for  Extraterrestr ia l
Intell igence (SETI) for Voyager.

Paul McCarthy, Ph.D., is an expert ln
polit ical science who originally wrote
his thesis on Jim McDonald's efforts
t o  l e g i t i m a t e  t h e  s t u d y  o f  U F O
pnenomena in scientif ic circles. Now
a freelance writer based in Hawaii,
McCarthy has covered UFOs and
other science topics for Omni for Ihe
past decade.

Jenny Randles,  d i rector  of  invest i -
gations for the British uFo Research
Association (BUFORA) from 19g1 to
1993, has developed a code of ethics
for  UFO invest igators and pushed
through a moratorium on the use of
hypnotic regression to retrieve UFO
reports, as well as an outright ban on
use without medical supervision.

Joe Nickell, Ph.D., a former magician
and private investigator for a world,
l amous  de tec t i ve  agency ,  now
t e a c h e s  t e c h n i c a l  w r i t i n g  a t  t h e
Univers i ty  of  Kentucky.  He is  the
author  of  several  books,  inc ludino
Mysterious Realms, a casebook o-f
paranormal, forensic, and historical
mysteries; Pen, lnk and Evidence, a
manual on historic document studv:
and (with psychologist Robert SaXei.)
Missing Pieces, a manual for inves-
tigating paranormal claims.

Robert  A.  Baker,  Ph.D. ,  professor
emeritus of psychology at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, is an expert in
hypnosis and fa lse memorv.  He is
a l so  t he  au tho r  o f  seve ra l  books ,
i nc lud ing  M iss ing  p leces  (w i t h
colleague Joe Nickell), They Calt it
Hypnosis, and Missing Memory.

Stuart Appelle, Ph.D., associate dean
of  the School  of  Let ters and Sci -
enc_es and professor of psychology
a t  S ta te  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  New yo i k
College at Brockport, specializes in
sensory processing and perception.
He has helped create the Abduction
Ethics Code, a series of guidelines
and standards for use in abduction
inves t i ga t i on  and  the rapy ,  and  i s
editor of Ihe Journal of LJFO Studies.
A  t ra ined  hypno t i s t ,  Appe l l e  i s  a
member of  the Society for  Cl in ica l
and Experimental Hypnosis.

Ke i t h  Ha ra ry ,  Ph .D . ,  i s  r esea rch
director of the Institute for Advanced
Psychology in  San Francisco.  The
author of eight books and more than
100 ar t ic les on memory,  learn ing,
dreams, and altered states of con-
sciousness, Harary is an expert in
c o e r c r v e  p e r s u a s i o n  a n d  o t h e r
manipulative techniques. He is also
the originator of the reflective method
of personality assessment and co-
deve lope r  o f  t he  f i r s t  r e f l ec t i ve
personality instrument, the Berkelev
P e r s o n a l i t y  P r o f i l e ,  d e s i g n e d  i n
conjunct ion wi th col leagues at  the
Inst i tu te of  Personal i ty  and Socia l
Research at the Universitv of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley.
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